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Learn, give back... and vote!

This is your opportunity. Following up on the record-breaking 2008 election
season, we in Washington State are getting involved in our communities
as never before. As we weather these difficult economic times together, we
are rolling up our sleeves and finding meaningful ways to get engaged, to
give back, to volunteer, and to help find solutions to some of our toughest
problems.

My office has adopted the theme Find Your OneThing this year to underscore
a simple truth — that each and every person has the gifts and talents to make

a difference. It can be a simple act, like changing to environmentally-friendly

lightbulbs, or something more involved, like volunteering in our schools

or working with people with disabilities, the elderly, or the hungry.

Asyour chief elections official, | hope that your “civic engagement” will also
include registering and voting. It has never been easier. Visit us online at
www.vote.wa.gov for a variety of resources, including online registration,
customized voter information at MyVote, and the Online Voters’ Guide.

As you scan this newly redesigned Voters’ Pamphlet, you’ll notice the 2009
election features two statewide ballot measures. But this year’s election

is mostly dedicated to picking our local government leaders. Some areas
will have legislative and judicial races, as well. If your local candidate
information is not included in this pamphlet, your county elections
department will have information available for you.

This is your time to choose, and to get involved.
Thanks for participating!

Sincerely,

SAM REED
Secretary of State

Secretary of State Voter Information Hotline (800) 448-4881
Visit our Online Voters’ Guide at www.vote.wa.gov
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Voting in Washington State

Voter Qualifications
To register to vote, you must be:
A citizen of the United States;
A legal resident of Washington State;
At least 18 years old by Election Day; and

If you have been convicted of a felony in
Washington, another state, or in federal court,
you lose your right to vote in Washington State
until you are released from Department of
Corrections supervision.

In Washington State, you do not declare political
party affiliation when you register to vote.

Registration Deadlines

While you may register to vote at any time, there
are registration deadlines prior to each election.
You must register by mail or online at least 29
days before an election. If you are a new voter

in Washington State, you may register in person
at your county elections department up to eight
days before an election.The phone number and
address of your county elections department is
located in the back of this pamphlet.You do not
need to register before each election; only register
once.

How to Register to Vote

If you have a Washington State driver’s license
or identification card, you may register to vote
online at www.vote.wa.gov . Registration
forms are also available online or at your
county elections department, public libraries,
schools, and other government offices. You may
also request a form through the State Voter
Information Hotline at (800) 448-4881.

Keep Your Voter Registration Up-to-Date

You can use the online or mail-in voter
registration form to let your county elections
department know when you move or change
your name. You must re-register or transfer your
registration at least 29 days before the election
to be eligible to vote in your new precinct.

Election Dates and Poll Hours

The General Election is November 3, 2009.
Polling place hours (Pierce County only) are
7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Replacement Ballots

If you are registered to vote by mail or absentee
and you didn’t receive your ballot, call your
county elections department and request

a replacement ballot.

Campaign Spending Information

Contact the Public Disclosure Commission at 711
Capitol Way, Rm 206, PO Box 40908, Olympia,
WA 98504-0908, or by phone (360) 753-1111, email
pdc@ pdc.wa.gov, or www.pdc.wa.gov .

Services and Additional Assistance

Contact your county elections department for help
voting your ballot, finding your polling location
(Pierce County only), or with questions about
voter registration. The phone number and address
of your county elections department is located in
the back of this pamphlet. Contact the Office of
the Secretary of State for the following.

Voters’ Pamphlets in alternate formats
or languages.

Additional information about initiatives
or referenda.

This information is also available
at www.vote.wa.gov or call the Voter Information
Hotline at (800) 448-4881.

View Election Results

On Election Day after 9 p.m. you can view county
and statewide election results
at www.vote.wa.gov .

Voter registration deadlines
You must register by mail or online

# at least 29 days before an election. If
you are a new voter in Washington State, you
may register in person at your county elections
department up to eight days before an election.




The Ballot Measure Process

The Washington State Constitution affords voters
two methods of direct legislative power —
the initiative and the referendum.

While differing in process, both initiatives and
referenda leave ultimate legislative authority
in the hands of the people.

The Initiative

Initiatives to the People - Initiatives to the people,
if certified to have sufficient signatures, are
submitted for a vote of the people at the next
state general election.

Initiatives to the Legislature - Initiatives to

the Legislature, if certified to have sufficient
signatures, are submitted to the Legislature at its
regular session each January.

Any registered voter, acting individually or

on behalf of an organization, may propose an
initiative to create a new state law or to amend or
repeal an existing statute.

To certify an initiative (to the people or to the
Legislature), the sponsor must circulate the
complete text of the proposal among voters and
obtain a number of legal voter signatures equal to
8 percent of the total number of votes cast for the
office of Governor at the last regular gubernatorial
election.

Initiative measures appearing on the ballot
require a simple majority vote to become law
(except for gambling or lottery measures, which
require 60 percent approval).

The Referendum

Referendum Bills - Referendum bills are proposed
laws referred to the electorate by the Legislature.

Referendum Measures - Referendum measures
are laws recently passed by the Legislature that
are placed on the ballot because of petitions
signed by voters.

Any registered voter, acting individually or on
behalf of an organization, may demand, by
petition, that a law passed by the Legislature be
referred to a vote of the electorate prior to its
going into effect. Emergency legislation is exempt
from the referendum process.

To certify a referendum measure to the ballot,
the sponsor must circulate among voters the
text of the legislative act to be referred, and
obtain a number of legal voter signatures equal
to 4 percent of the total number of votes cast
for the office of Governor at the last regular
gubernatorial election.

A referendum certified to the ballot must receive
a simple majority vote to become law (except for
gambling and lottery measures, which require 60
percent approval).

Please note:The preceding information is not intended
as a substitute for the statutes governing the initiative
and referendum processes, but rather should be read in
conjunction with them.

For more information go to www.vote.wa.gov and click on
“Handbook for Filing Initiatives and Referenda in WA State.”
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Initiative Measure

1033

Proposed by initiative petition:

Initiative Measure
No. 1033 concerns
state, county and city
revenue.

This measure would limit growth of certain state,
county and city revenue to annual inflation and
population growth, not including voter-approved
revenue increases. Revenue collected above the
limit would reduce property tax levies.

Should this measure be enacted into law?
[ 1VYes
[ 1No

The Official BallotTitle and the Explanatory Statement were
written by the Attorney General as required by law. The Fiscal
Impact Statement was written by the Office of Financial
Management as required by law. The Secretary of State is
not responsible for the content of arguments or statements
(WAC 434-381-180). The complete text of Initiative Measure
1033 begins on page 11.

Explanatory Statement

The Law as it Presently Exists:

State and local governments receive revenue
through taxes and fees. Some of the rates

for these taxes and fees are set by elected
representatives in the state Legislature, or in

the case of certain local taxes, by local city
councils, county councils, or boards of county
commissioners. Local taxes may be imposed
only if they are authorized by state law. The rates
for taxes paid to the State of Washington are

set in statute by the Legislature. The voters may
also enact laws regarding taxes by initiative or, if
applicable, by referendum. Some local taxes can
only be imposed if the local voters approve them.
State law also permits the assessment of certain

fees by state or local agencies, as authorized by
the Legislature.

The State deposits much of the revenue that it
receives from taxes and fees into the state general
fund and into accounts referred to by the law as
“related funds.” Cities and counties place much of
the revenue that they receive from taxes and fees
into local “current expense funds.” These funds
are similar in nature to the State’s general fund.
State law limits spending from the State general
fund and “related funds” to the prior year’s
expenditures from those funds, increased by the
average growth in state personal income for the
prior ten years. The spending limit does not apply
to city and county expenditures.

The state constitution and state statutes limit the
maximum amount of revenue that state and local
governments may collect from property taxes in

a given year, and the amount that property taxes
may be increased each year. The state constitution
generally limits the total of all annual property tax
levies on a particular property to no more than 1%
of its true and fair value, unless voters approve
higher property taxes. In addition, by statute, the
total amount of money that any state or local
jurisdiction receives from property taxes may only
increase by 1% per year, or the rate of inflation.
Total property tax revenue for each jurisdiction
can only go up by more than this amount if the
voters of that jurisdiction approve the increase

by a majority vote. Property taxes for particular
parcels may increase or decrease by more or

less than that amount, depending on changes

in assessed valuation or new construction.
Property taxes are levied by both state and local
governments. Local property taxes are levied by
cities, counties, and special districts, either by the
elected representatives or through voter approval
of specific property tax levies.

The Effect of the Proposed Measure, if Approved:

This measure would limit the growth of revenue
to the State’s general fund and “related funds,”
and to cities’ and counties’ local “current expense
funds,” based on an annual rate of inflation and
population growth. If the State or any city or
county receives revenue in a given year above the
revenue limit established by the measure, then it
must deposit the revenues above the limit into a
separate account, and reduce the amount that it
otherwise would be authorized to levy in property
taxes in the following year by that amount.

The limit on revenue growth would not apply to



revenue increases approved by the voters at an
election, and money received from the federal
government would not be included in the State’s
revenue limit. The inflation rate used to calculate
the revenue growth limit would be based on the
implicit price deflator for the United States.The
limit on state general fund revenue also would
be based on changes in statewide population,
while for cities and counties it would be based on
changes in population for each city and county.
The revenue limit would be adjusted if the costs
of any program or service are shifted to or from
the state general fund or local current expense
fund to another fund, or if revenue is transferred
from the state general fund or local current
expense fund to another fund.

Fiscal Impact Statement
Fiscal Impact Through Calendar Year 2015

Initiative 1033 limits annual growth of state, city
and county general fund revenue to the rate of
inflation and population growth. General fund
revenues exceeding this limit must be used to
reduce the following year’s state, city or county
general fund property tax levy. The initiative
reduces state general fund revenues that support
education; social, health and environmental
services; and general government activities by
an estimated $5.9 billion by 2015. The initiative
also reduces general fund revenues that

support public safety, infrastructure and general
government activities by an estimated $694
million for counties and $2.1 billion for cities by 2015.

General Assumptions
The initiative is set on a calendar year (CY) basis.

CY 2010 revenue limit is calculated as follows: CY
2009 General Fund Revenue x (1 + 2009 % Change
Population) x (1 + 2009 % Change Inflation).

CY 2010 general fund revenues that exceed the
CY 2010 revenue limit will be transferred into
new “Lower Property Tax Accounts” for the state,
counties and cities. The first transfer(s) into the
new accounts will occur in CY 2011.

The first property tax levy to be reduced by the
initiative is the 2011 levy, which is collected in CY
2012.Thus, funds will be transferred from the new
“Lower Property Tax Accounts” into state, county
and city general funds in CY 2012 to account for
any reduction in 2011 levies.

Initiative Measure 1033 7

State Revenue Estimate - Assumptions

The initiative defines state general fund revenue
as the aggregate of revenue from taxes, fees
and other governmental charges received by
state government that are deposited into any
fund subject to the state’s expenditure limit
under RCW 43.135.025. For CY 2009 and CY
2010, state general fund revenues are General
Fund - State revenue estimates from the June
2009 Washington State Economic and Revenue
Forecast Council converted from a fiscal-year
basis to a calendar-year basis.

The following state revenue sources, totaling less
than $30 million annually, have been excluded
from these estimates:

¢ Sales and income from property.

¢ Contributions and grants.

¢ Grant and loan repayments.

¢ Indirect and prior cost recoveries.

e Unclaimed property.

¢ Charges for publications and documents.
¢ Interest and investment earnings.

State general fund revenues for CYs 2011-15 are
estimated to grow, on average, by the change in
real per capita personal income plus change in
inflation plus change in population, adjusted for
revenue elasticity. This methodology is consistent
with prior long-term revenue forecasts produced
by the Office of Financial Management (OFM),
and results in an average annual growth rate of
4.8 percent.

State general fund revenues are reduced by the
amount required to be transferred into the Budget
Stabilization Account created under Article 7,
Section 12, of the Washington State Constitution.

The initiative defines inflation as the annual
percentage change in the Implicit Price Deflator
for Personal Consumption for the United States
as published on or about March 27 each calendar
year by the Bureau of Economic Analysis and
reported by OFM. Inflation estimates for CY 2009
and CY 2011 are from the June 2009 Washington
State Economic and Revenue Forecast. Inflation
estimates for CYs 2012-15 are from the June 2009
IHS Global Insight forecast of the Implicit Price
Deflator for the United States. The Washington
State Economic and Revenue Forecast Council
relies on IHS Global Insight models and data for
the U.S. portion of the official state economic
forecast.
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The initiative defines population growth as the
percentage change in the statewide population
based on the annual statewide population
determinations reported by OFM during the prior
calendar year and the current calendar year.
Statewide population growth estimates are from
OFM'’s 30-Year Forecast of the State Population.
(See page 9, Figure 1.1)

State Costs to Implement - Assumptions

Less than $50,000 will be incurred by OFM in
CY 2009 and CY 2010 to set up, test and verify
computer systems, and establish policies and
practices to implement a state general fund
revenue limit.

County and City Revenue Estimate - Assumptions

The initiative applies to counties, first class
cities, second class cities, code cities, towns and
unclassified cities.

To account for possible different patterns in
population and revenue growth, counties and
cities were analyzed using four groupings:

1. Urban County — 7 counties

2. Rural County — 32 counties

3. Cities in Urban Counties — 109 cities and towns
4. Cities in Rural Counties — 172 cities and towns

Urban counties are Clark, King, Kitsap, Pierce,
Snohomish, Spokane and Thurston; all others
are rural counties. Under RCW 82.14.370,

rural counties are defined as a county with a
population density of less than 100 persons per
square mile or a county smaller than 225 square
miles as determined and published each year by
OFM for the period July 1 to June 30.

County and city general fund revenues are
defined as the aggregate of revenue from taxes,
fees and other governmental charges received
by the county or city and deposited into the
county current expense fund or city general
fund, respectively. County and city revenues
are estimated from 2007 financial information
contained in the Local Government Financial
Reporting System (LGFRS) of the Washington
State Auditor’s Office. Only funds reported within
LGFRS as general fund revenues are assumed
to be deposited into the county current expense
fund or city general fund, and therefore, are
included in these estimates.

The following county and city revenue sources

have been excluded from these estimates:
¢ Federal and state direct and indirect grants.
e State shared taxes or revenues.

¢ Charges for contracted services performed by
counties or cities.

e Charges for enterprise activities or charges that
are not governmental in nature.

¢ Inter-fund and inter-department charges.
¢ [nterest and investment earnings.

County and city general fund revenue growth
rates for CYs 2009-15 are related to the state’s
revenue growth rate by estimating each
grouping’s five-year historical rate of revenue
growth in proportion to the state’s revenue
growth rate of 4.8 percent.

Inflation estimates for counties and cities are the
same as used for the state.

Population growth is defined as the percentage
change in the countywide population for counties
and the percentage change in citywide population
in cities, as reported annually by OFM. County
and city population growth is estimated from
OFM'’s 30-Year Forecast of the State Population,
adjusted using OFM’s Washington State County
Growth Management Population Projections:
2000-2030 and each grouping’s historic
population growth rates. (See page 9, Figures 1.2,
1.3, 1.4, and 1.5)

County and City Costs to Implement -
Assumptions

County and cities will incur indeterminate costs
to implement the initiative during CY 2009 and
CY 2010 to modify computer systems, establish
policies and practices, train employees and
respond to requests for public information. Costs
will vary by jurisdiction and depend, in large part,
on the jurisdiction’s ability to modify accounting
systems to identify and track revenues subject to
the general fund revenue limit.
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Figure 1.1 Estimated State Cash Receipts

Fund CY 2010 | CY 201 CY 2012 CY 2013 CY 2014 CY 2015
General Fund |0 ($676,000,000) | ($875,000,000) | ($1,125,000,000) | ($1,447,000,000) | ($1,803,000,000)
- State

Lower State 0 $676,000,000 |$875,000,000 |$1,125,000,000 |$1,447000,000 |$1,803,000,000
Property Tax

Account

Figure 1.2 Estimated Urban County Cash Receipts

Fund CY 2010 | CY 20M CY 2012 CY 2013 CY 2014 CY 2015
General 0 ($55,000,000) |($70,000,000) |($87000,000) ($111,000,000) ($137,000,000)
Fund - Urban

Counties

Lower County |0 $55,000,000 $70,000,000 $87,000,000 $111,000,000 $137,000,000
Property Tax

Accounts

Figure 1.3 Estimated Rural County Cash Receipts

Fund CY 2010 | CY 201 CY 2012 CY 2013 CY 2014 CY 2015
General 0 ($24,000,000) |($35,000,000) |($46,000,000) ($58,000,000) ($72,000,000)
Fund - Rural

Counties

Lower County |0 $24,000,000 $35,000,000 $46,000,000 $58,000,000 $72,000,000
Property Tax

Accounts

Figure 1.4 Estimated Cities in Urban Counties Cash Receipts

Fund CY 2010 | CY 20M CY 2012 CY 2013 CY 2014 CY 2015
General 0 ($176,000,000) | ($257,000,000) |($350,000,000) ($463,000,000) |($588,000,000)
Fund - Cities

in Urban

Counties

Lower City 0 $176,000,000 |$257,000,000 $350,000,000 $463,000,000 $588,000,000
Property Tax

Accounts

Figure 1.5 Estimated Cities in Rural Counties Cash Receipts

Fund CY 2010 | CY 20M CY 2012 CY 2013 CY 2014 CY 2015
General 0 ($30,000,000) |($42,000,000) |($55,000,000) ($72,000,000) ($91,000,000)
Fund - Cities

in Rural

Counties

Lower City 0 $30,000,000 $42,000,000 $55,000,000 $72,000,000 $91,000,000
Property Tax

Accounts
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Statement For mitiative Measure 1033

1-1033 CLOSES LOOPHOLES THE LEGISLATURE PUT IN TAXPAYER
PROTECTION INITIATIVE 601, VOTER-APPROVED IN 1993

In 1993, during tough economic times, voters approved [-601,
putting reasonable limits on government’s fiscal policies,
establishing a sustainable rate for government to grow. 1-601
worked very well for many years until the Legislature started
putting loopholes in it, resulting in major deficits — $3.2
billion in 2003 - $9 billion in 2009.

I-1033 reestablishes I-601's same reasonable allowance for
growth (inflation plus population growth) and includes a
safety valve allowing higher increases with voter approval.

1-1033 gets government off the “fiscal roller coaster,”
allowing it to grow at a sustainable rate that doesn’t outpace
taxpayers’ ability to afford it.

WHAT HAPPENS TO EXCESS TAX REVENUES THAT GOVERNMENT
COLLECTS ABOVE 1-1033'S LIMIT? AFTER A FIXED ...

... percentage of tax revenue is transferred into the
constitutionally-protected rainy day fund, the remainder

of excess tax revenues gets refunded back to taxpayers

via lower property taxes. Struggling working families and
fixed-income senior citizens desperately need relief from our
state’s crushing property tax burden. Washington shouldn’t
be a state where only rich people can afford a home. I-1033
provides needed, long-overdue property tax relief.

OPPONENTS WANT HIGHER TAXES AND A STATE INCOME TAX -
OPPONENTS ARE AGAINST ANY LIMITSON ...

... government’s power to take as much as they want from
taxpayers. Property taxes keep going higher and higher and
government keeps getting bigger and bigger. The people are
losing control. I-1033 allows government to grow but at a
rate citizens can control and taxpayers can afford. 1-1033 is
needed now more than ever.

WASHINGTON'S THE 8TH HIGHEST TAXED STATE IN THE NATION -
1-1033 KEEPS US FROM HITTING #1

I-1033 reminds politicians that taxpayers don’t have
bottomless wallets. 1-1033 puts a reasonable limit on the
growth of government and provides plenty of flexibility (rainy
day funds, federal funds, voter-approved revenues). Vote Yes.

Rebuttal of Statement Against

Washington has 16 years of positive experience with |-601
(Colorado’s totally different).

Reestablishing 1-601’s very successful policies helps
government, taxpayers, and the economy.

I-1033 provides fiscal discipline and flexibility: any revenue
from any source deposited into general funds is limited
except voter-approved/rainy day/federal funds for the state
and except voter-approved funds for counties/cities.

1-1033 gives control to citizens—if government wants bigger
increases, they can ask taxpayers’ permission.

Vote Yes.

Argument Prepared by

ErmaTurner, beauty shop owner, gathered 3699 signatures,
Cle Elum, Steven Bencze, retired warehouseman, fisherman/
hunter, gathered 2568 signatures, Othello, Mike Dunmire,
husband, community leader, retired businessman, initiative
volunteer, Woodinville, Jack Fagan, retired policeman,
retired navy, grandfather, campaign organizer, Spokane,
Mike Fagan, small businessman, community leader, father,
campaign organizer, Spokane, Tim Eyman, $30 CarTab Guy,
Taxpayer Advocate, Yakima/Mukilteo.

Contact: (425) 493-8707; www.VotersWantMoreChoices.com

Statement Against Initiative Measure 1033

EYMAN'S LATEST INITIATIVE IS ALREADY A PROVEN FAILURE

Tim Eyman'’s latest initiative uses the same failed formula as
the “TABOR" law passed in Colorado, which led to deep cuts
to public schools, roads and highways, and children’s health
care. It did so much damage to the state’s economy that in
2005, Coloradans voted to suspend the law.

1-1033 WILL MAKE IT HARDER FOR US TO DIG OUT OF THE RECESSION

The national recession has cost our state thousands of jobs
and forced billions in cutbacks to important local services,
like education and health care. I-1033 will force deeper cuts
and lock them in for years — meaning more job losses, more
hard times for Washington families, and a longer delay
waiting for our economy to recover.

MORE BAD NEWS FOR OUR COMMUNITIES AND SMALL BUSINESSES

I-1033 will make things harder than ever for local
communities already struggling to maintain basic services
such as road repair, libraries and public safety. Small
businesses rely on those services, and oppose |-1033
because they will continue to suffer during a

prolonged recession.

MORE DAMAGE TO OUR SCHOOLS, AND A DEEPENING HEALTH CARE
CRISIS

This year we've slashed school funding by $1.5 billion,

and as many as 3,000 teachers and education employees
are facing layoffs. The Eyman TABOR plan will take even
more resources away from Washington'’s classrooms — and
Washington’s kids.

Despite a growing senior population, funding for nursing
homes, in-home care and adult day health services are being
cut — and 40,000 Washington residents of all ages may lose
their Basic Health Plan coverage. Eyman’s TABOR plan will
make our health care crisis more severe.

Times are tough enough already — let's not make them
worse. Vote NO on 1-1033.

Rebhuttal of Statement For

Initiative 1033 will hurt, not help, Washington’s senior
citizens. That's why AARP Washington and the Washington
State Senior Citizens Lobby oppose 1-1033. And Initiative
1033 will hurt, not help, working families. That's why the
Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce, Washington State
Labor Council, Washington Association of Churches, and
many others oppose |-1033. As we try to recover from the
worst recession in decades, Washington just can’t afford
anotherTim Eyman initiative. Vote NO on 1033.

Argument Prepared by

Doug Shadel, AARP Washington, State Director; Kelly Fox,
Washington State Council of Fire Fighters, President; Laura
Feshbach, Co-owner Harmatta Construction Inc, Seattle; Teri
Nicholson, Registered Nurse, Valley Hospital and Medical
Center, Spokane; Mary Lindquist, Washington Education
Association, high school Social Studies teacher; Kelley
Collen, Assistant Economics Professor, Eastern Washington
University, Cheney.

Contact: (206) 200-8969; www.no1033.com



Complete Text

Initiative Measure 1033

AN ACT Relating to protecting taxpayers by limiting the
tax burden on Washington'’s citizens; adding a new section to
chapter 43.135 RCW; amending RCW 84.52.065; adding new
sections to chapter 36.33 RCW, adding new sections toTitle
35 RCW; adding new sections to Title 35A RCW; amending
RCW 84.52.043; amending RCW 84.55.010; and creating new
sections.

BE IT ENACTED BYTHE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON:

POLICIES AND PURPOSES

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This measure is intended to
protect taxpayers by reducing our state’s obscene and
unsustainable property tax burden by controlling the growth
of government to an affordable level. It is long overdue.
This measure would limit the growth rate of state, county,
and city general fund revenue, not including new voter-
approved revenue, to inflation and population growth.
Excess revenue collected above these limits would be used
to reduce property taxes. This measure permits the growth
of Washington'’s tax burden to increase at an affordable,
sustainable rate, allows citizens to vote for higher taxes
where they see a need, and uses excess revenues above this
limit to reduce property taxes.

Intent of sections 2(7), 4(7), 6(7) and 8(7): Voter-approved
increases in revenue are exempt from this measure’s
revenue limit. This includes binding votes of the people and
does not include a revenue increase approved by an advisory
vote. The language of this act is clearly intended to ensure
that voter approval of a property tax levy lid lift only exempts
the additional increase in property tax revenue and not the
base levy.

Intent of sections 2(8), 4(8), 6(8) and 8(8): In order to
ensure affordability, sustainability, and predictability of
the people’s tax burden, the rate of growth of general fund
revenue, not including new voter-approved revenue, shall
not exceed inflation and population growth.The general
fund revenue limit for 2010 will be the revenue collected
and received in 2009, adjusted for inflation for 2009 and
population growth using determinations by the office of
financial management in 2009 and 2010 (new voter-approved
revenues are exempt). The general fund revenue limit in
2011 will be the general fund revenues received in 2010 that
do not exceed the limit for 2010, adjusted for inflation and
population growth using determinations by the office of
financial management in 2010 and 2011 (new voter-approved
revenues are exempt). The people want the revenue limit
for any year to be the previous year’s general fund revenue
plus an adjustment for that year’s inflation and population
growth. This will ensure that the rate of growth of our tax
burden does not exceed the taxpayers’ ability to afford it.

Intent concerning inflation and population growth: This
measure limits state, county, and city general fund revenue
increases, not including new voter-approved increases,
to inflation and population growth. The office of financial
management reports the bureau of economic analysis’
calculation for annual inflation on March 27 following each
calendar year; this measure uses that calculation to define
inflation. The office of financial management annually
develops and tracks populations for the state, counties, and
cities and generally reports its determinations each year
on June 30. It is an extensive, detailed and long-standing
demographic program.This measure defines population
growth as the percentage change in population based on
those determinations made in the current year and the
previous year; this measure uses those calculations to define
population growth.

Intent of section 11: Property tax increases are currently

-

@pproved by voters. )
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limited to one percent per year. This measure makes no
change to the calculation of that limit. Instead, it requires
a reduction in property taxes when general fund revenues
exceed the revenue limit.

Intent related to reserve accounts: This measure
exempts fund transfers in and out of the constitutionally
required rainy day fund for the state. In regard to cities and
counties, this measure makes no change to the ability of
any city or county to use existing and future reserve funds
to supplement their general fund revenue when revenue is
below their revenue limit.

During these tough economic times, struggling working
families and fixed-income senior citizens desperately need
and deserve meaningful property tax relief. Property taxes
have skyrocketed for decades and politicians have done
nothing to address this very real problem.This measure
also provides a much-needed economic stimulus to our
state’s struggling economy by keeping our tax burden at
an affordable, sustainable level and by reducing our state’s
crushing property tax burden. So, this measure ensures
meaningful tax relief, a big boost to our state’s economy, and
long-overdue reform of government. It is a smart, balanced,
reasonable solution to our state’s property tax problem.

LIMITINGTHETAX BURDEN OF WASHINGTON'S CITIZENS
BY LIMITINGTHE GROWTH OF STATE GOVERNMENT'S
GENERAL FUND REVENUE, NOT INCLUDING NEW VOTER-
APPROVED REVENUE, TO INFLATION AND POPULATION
GROWTH.

EXCESS REVENUE ABOVETHIS LIMIT WOULD BE USED
TO REDUCE PROPERTY TAXES IMPOSED BY STATE
GOVERNMENT

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter
43.135 RCW to read as follows:

(1) The growth rate of state government general fund
revenue, not including new voter-approved revenue, must
be limited to inflation and population growth. As provided in
subsection (8) of this section, any revenues received above
this limit must be deposited into a new account hereby
created called the “Lower State Property Taxes Account.” All
revenues received during a year which are deposited in this
account must be used to reduce the subsequent year’s state
property tax levy as provided in section 3 of this act.

(2) For purposes of this section, “general fund revenue”
means the aggregate of revenue from taxes, fees, and other
governmental charges received by state government that
are deposited in any fund subject to the state expenditure
limit under RCW 43.135.025. “General fund revenue” does
not include the funds required to be transferred into the fund
created under Article 7, Section 12 of the state constitution
and does not include funds transferred from that fund.
“General fund revenue” does not include revenue received
from the federal government.

(3) For the purposes of this section, “inflation” means
the annual percentage change in the implicit price deflator
for the United States as published on or about March 27

Continued on page 12

How do | read measure text? A

Any language in double parentheses
with a line through it is existing state law
and will be taken out of the law if the measure
is approved by voters. Any underlined language
or new sections do not appear in current state
law but will be added to the law if the measure is
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following each calendar year by the bureau of economic
analysis and reported by the office of financial management.

(4) For purposes of this section, “population growth”
means the percentage change in the statewide population
based on the annual statewide population determinations
reported by the office of financial management during the
prior calendar year and the current calendar year.

(5) If the cost of any state program or function is shifted
from the state general fund or any fund subject to the state
expenditure limit under RCW 43.135.025, on or after January
1, 2009, to another source of funding, or if revenue is
transferred from the state general fund or any fund subject to
the state expenditure limit under RCW 43.135.025 to another
fund or account, the limit required by this section shall apply
to the aggregate of funds subject to the state expenditure
limit under RCW 43.135.025, plus the shifted and/or
transferred revenue for that year and all subsequent years.

(6) If the cost of any state program or function and
the revenue to fund the program or function are shifted
to the state general fund or any fund subject to the state
expenditure limit under RCW 43.135.025, on or after January
1, 2009, the limit required by this section shall apply to the
aggregate of funds subject to the state expenditure limit
under RCW 43.135.025, including the shifted revenue for that
year and all subsequent years.

(7) For the purposes of this section, “new voter-approved
revenue” is defined as the increase in revenue approved by
the state’s voters at an election after the effective date of this
act.

(8) The limit established in subsection (1) of this section
must be implemented as follows:

(a) For the first calendar year beginning after the effective
date of this act, the general fund revenue, not including new
voter-approved revenue, received above the amount received
in 2009 adjusted by any amount necessary to reflect inflation
for the 2009 calendar year and population growth, must be
deposited in the “Lower State Property Taxes Account.”

(b) For subsequent years, the general fund revenue, not
including new voter-approved revenue, received above the
amount received in the immediately prior calendar year, less
any deposits into the “Lower State Property Taxes Account,”
adjusted by any amount necessary to reflect inflation for
the immediately prior calendar year and population growth,
must be deposited in the “Lower State Property Taxes
Account.”

Sec. 3. RCW 84.52.065 and 1991 sp.s. ¢ 31 s 16 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) Subject to the limitations in RCW 84.55.010, in each
year the state shall levy for collection in the following year
for the support of common schools of the state a tax of three
dollars and sixty cents per thousand dollars of assessed
value upon the assessed valuation of all taxable property
within the state adjusted to the state equalized value in
accordance with the indicated ratio fixed by the state
department of revenue.

(2) The state property tax levy must be reduced from the
amount that could otherwise be levied under subsection
(1) of this section by an amount equal to the gross deposits
to the “Lower State Property Taxes Account” established in
section 2 of this act from the previous year.

(3)The balance of the “Lower State Property Taxes
Account” must be transferred each year to the general
fund to account for the reduction of the levy as provided in
subsection (2) of this section.

(4) As used in this section, “the support of common
schools” includes the payment of the principal and interest
on bonds issued for capital construction projects for the
common schools.

LIMITINGTHETAX BURDEN OF WASHINGTON'S CITIZENS

BY LIMITINGTHE GROWTH OF EACH COUNTY’S GENERAL
FUND REVENUE, NOT INCLUDING NEW VOTER-APPROVED
REVENUE, TO INFLATION AND POPULATION GROWTH.

EXCESS REVENUE ABOVETHIS LIMIT WOULD BE USEDTO
REDUCE PROPERTYTAXES IMPOSED BY EACH COUNTY

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter
36.33 RCW to read as follows:

(1) The growth rate of each county government’s general
fund revenue, not including new voter-approved revenue,
must be limited to inflation and population growth. As
provided in subsection (8) of this section, each county must
deposit revenues received above this limit in a new account
created by the county called the “Lower County Property
Taxes Account.” All revenues received during a year which
are deposited in this account must be used to reduce the
subsequent year’s county property tax levy by the amount of
gross deposits in the account.

(2) For purposes of this section, “general fund revenue”
means the aggregate of revenue from taxes, fees, and
other governmental charges received by the county that are
deposited in the county’s current expense fund.

(3) For the purposes of this section, “inflation” means
the annual percentage change in the implicit price deflator
for the United States as published on or about March 27
following each calendar year by the bureau of economic
analysis and reported by the office of financial management.

(4) For purposes of this section, “population growth”
means the percentage change in the countywide population
based on the annual countywide population determinations
reported by the office of financial management during the
prior calendar year and the current calendar year.

(5) If the cost of any county program or function is
shifted from the county’s current expense fund on or after
January 1, 2009, to another source of funding, or if revenue
is transferred from the county’s current expense fund to
another fund or account, the limit required by this section
shall apply to the aggregate of the county’s current expense
fund plus the shifted and/or transferred revenue for that year
and all subsequent years.

(6) If the cost of any county program or function and the
revenue to fund the program or function are shifted to the
county'’s current expense fund on or after January 1, 2009,
the limit required by this section shall apply to the aggregate
of the county general fund including the shifted revenue for
that year and all subsequent years.

(7) For the purposes of this section, “new voter-approved
revenue” is defined as the increase in revenue approved by
the county’s voters at an election after the effective date of
this act.

(8) The limit established in subsection (1) of this section
must be implemented as follows:

(a) For the first calendar year beginning after the effective
date of this act, the general fund revenue, not including new
voter-approved revenue, received above the amount received
in 2009 adjusted by any amount necessary to reflect inflation
for the 2009 calendar year and population growth, must be
deposited in the “Lower County Property Taxes Account.”

(b) For subsequent years, the general fund revenue, not
including new voter-approved revenue, received above the
amount received in the immediately prior calendar year, less
any deposits into the “Lower County Property Taxes Account,”
adjusted by an amount necessary to reflect inflation for the
immediately prior calendar year and population growth,
must be deposited in the “Lower County Property Taxes
Account”

NEW SECTION. Sec.5. A new section is added to chapter
36.33 RCW to read as follows:

Any county’s property tax levy shall be reduced from the



amount that could otherwise be levied under RCW 84.52.043
of this section by an amount equal to the previous year’s
gross deposits to that county’s “Lower County Property Taxes

Account” established in section 4 of this act.

LIMITINGTHETAX BURDEN OF WASHINGTON'S CITIZENS
BY LIMITINGTHE GROWTH OF EACH CITY’S GENERAL
FUND REVENUE, NOT INCLUDING NEW VOTER-APPROVED
REVENUE, TO INFLATION AND POPULATION GROWTH.

EXCESS REVENUE ABOVETHIS LIMIT WOULD BE USEDTO
REDUCE PROPERTYTAXES IMPOSED BY EACH CITY

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added toTitle 35
RCW to read as follows:

(1) The growth rate of each city government’s general fund
revenue, not including new voter-approved revenue, must
be limited to inflation and population growth. As provided
in subsection (8) of this section, each city must deposit
revenues received above this limit in a new account created
by the city called the “Lower City Property Taxes Account.”

All revenues received during a year which are deposited in
this account must be used to reduce the subsequent year’s
city property tax levy by the amount of gross deposits in the
account.

(2) For purposes of this section, “general fund revenue”
means the aggregate of revenue from taxes, fees, and other
governmental charges received by the city that are deposited
in the city’s current expense fund.

(3) For the purposes of this section, “inflation” means
the annual percentage change in the implicit price deflator
for the United States as published on or about March 27
following each calendar year by the bureau of economic
analysis and reported by the office of financial management.

(4) For purposes of this section, “population growth”
means the percentage change in the city wide population
based on the annual city wide population determinations
reported by the office of financial management during the
prior calendar year and the current calendar year.

(5) If the cost of any city program or function is shifted
from the city’s current expense fund on or after January
1, 2009, to another source of funding, or if revenue is
transferred from the city’s current expense fund to another
fund or account, the limit required by this section shall apply
to the aggregate of the city’s current expense fund plus
the shifted and/or transferred revenue for that year and all
subsequent years.

(6) If the cost of any city program or function and the
revenue to fund the program or function are shifted to the
city’s current expense fund on or after January 1, 2009, the
limit required by this section shall apply to the aggregate of
the city’s current expense fund including the shifted revenue
for that year and all subsequent years.

(7) For the purposes of this section, “new voter-approved
revenue” is defined as the increase in revenue approved by
the city’s voters at an election after the effective date of this
act.

(8) The limit established in subsection (1) of this section
must be implemented as follows:

(a) For the first calendar year beginning after the effective
date of this act, the general fund revenue, not including new
voter-approved revenue, received above the amount received
in 2009 adjusted by an amount necessary to reflect inflation
for the 2009 calendar year and population growth, must be
deposited in the “Lower City Property Taxes Account.”

(b) For subsequent years, the general fund revenue, not
including new voter-approved revenue, received above the
amount received in the immediately prior calendar year, less
any deposits into the “Lower City Property Taxes Account,”
adjusted by an amount necessary to reflect inflation for the
immediately prior calendar year and population growth,
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must be deposited in the “Lower City Property Taxes
Account.”

NEW SECTION. Sec.7. A new section is added toTitle 35
RCW to read as follows:

Any city’s property tax levy must be reduced from the
amount that could otherwise be levied under RCW 84.52.043
of this section by an amount equal to the gross deposits to
that city’s “Lower City Property Taxes Account” established in
section 6 of this act from the previous year.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added toTitle
35A RCW to read as follows:

(1) The growth rate of each city government’s general fund
revenue, not including new voter-approved revenue, must
be limited to inflation and population growth. As provided
in subsection (8) of this section, each city must deposit
revenues received above this limit in a new account created
by the city called the “Lower City Property Taxes Account.”
All revenues received during a year which are deposited in
this account must be used to reduce the subsequent year’s
city property tax levy by the amount of gross deposits in the
account.

(2) For purposes of this section, “general fund revenue”
means the aggregate of revenue from taxes, fees, and other
governmental charges received by the city that are deposited
in the city’s current expense fund.

(3) For the purposes of this section, “inflation” means
the annual percentage change in the implicit price deflator
for the United States as published on or about March 27
following each calendar year by the bureau of economic
analysis and reported by the office of financial management.

(4) For purposes of this section, “population growth”
means the percentage change in the city wide population
based on the annual city wide population determinations
reported by the office of financial management during the
prior calendar year and the current calendar year.

(5) If the cost of any city program or function is shifted
from the city’s current expense fund on or after January
1, 2009, to another source of funding, or if revenue is
transferred from the city’s current expense fund to another
fund or account, the limit required by this section shall apply
to the aggregate of the city’s current expense fund plus
the shifted and/or transferred revenue for that year and all
subsequent years.

(6) If the cost of any city program or function and the
revenue to fund the program or function are shifted to the
city’s current expense fund on or after January 1, 2009, the
limit required by this section shall apply to the aggregate of
the city’s current expense fund including the shifted revenue
for that year and all subsequent years.

(7) For the purposes of this section, “new voter-approved
revenue” is defined as the increase in revenue approved by
the city’s voters at an election after the effective date of this
act.

(8) The limit established in subsection (1) of this section
must be implemented as follows:

(a) For the first calendar year beginning after the effective
date of this act, the general fund revenue, not including new
voter-approved revenue, received above the amount received
in 2009 adjusted by an amount necessary to reflect inflation
for the 2009 calendar year and population growth, must be
deposited in the “Lower City Property Taxes Account.”

(b) For subsequent years, the general fund revenue, not
including new voter-approved revenue, received above the
amount received in the immediately prior calendar year, less
any deposits into the “Lower City Property Taxes Account,”
adjusted by an amount necessary to reflect inflation for the
immediately prior calendar year and population growth,
must be deposited in the “Lower City Property Taxes
Account.”
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NEW SECTION. Sec.9. A new section is added toTitle
35A RCW to read as follows:

Any city’s property tax levy must be reduced from the
amount that could otherwise be levied under RCW 84.52.043
of this section by an amount equal to the gross deposits to
that city’s “Lower City Property Taxes Account” established in
section 8 of this act from the previous year.

Sec. 10. RCW 84.52.043 and 2005 ¢ 122 s 3 are each
amended to read as follows:

Within and subject to the limitations imposed by RCW
84.52.050 as amended, the regular ad valorem tax levies
upon real and personal property by the taxing districts
hereafter named shall be as follows:

(1) Levies of the senior taxing districts shall be as follows:
(a) The levy by the state shall not exceed three dollars and
sixty cents per thousand dollars of assessed value adjusted
to the state equalized value in accordance with the indicated
ratio fixed by the state department of revenue to be used
exclusively for the support of the common schools; (b) the
levy by any county shall not exceed one dollar and eighty
cents per thousand dollars of assessed value; (c) the levy by
any road district shall not exceed two dollars and twenty-
five cents per thousand dollars of assessed value; and (d)
the levy by any city or town shall not exceed three dollars
and thirty-seven and one-half cents per thousand dollars of
assessed value. However any county is hereby authorized to
increase its levy from one dollar and eighty cents to a rate
not to exceed two dollars and forty-seven and one-half cents
per thousand dollars of assessed value for general county
purposes if the total levies for both the county and any road
district within the county do not exceed four dollars and
five cents per thousand dollars of assessed value, and no
other taxing district has its levy reduced as a result of the
increased county levy.

(2) The aggregate levies of junior taxing districts and
senior taxing districts, other than the state, shall not
exceed five dollars and ninety cents per thousand dollars
of assessed valuation. The term “junior taxing districts”
includes all taxing districts other than the state, counties,
road districts, cities, towns, port districts, and public utility
districts. The limitations provided in this subsection shall not
apply to: (a) Levies at the rates provided by existing law by
or for any port or public utility district; (b) excess property
tax levies authorized in Article VII, section 2 of the state
Constitution; (c) levies for acquiring conservation futures as
authorized under RCW 84.34.230; (d) levies for emergency
medical care or emergency medical services imposed under
RCW 84.52.069; (e) levies to finance affordable housing for
very low-income housing imposed under RCW 84.52.105; (f)
the portions of levies by metropolitan park districts that are
protected under RCW 84.52.120; (g) levies imposed by ferry
districts under RCW 36.54.130; (h) levies for criminal justice
purposes under RCW 84.52.135; and (i) the portions of levies
by fire protection districts that are protected under RCW
84.52.125.

(3)The limitations in subsections (1) and (2) for the levies
by the state, counties and cities must be further adjusted as
provided in sections 2, 4, 6 and 8 of this act.

Sec. 11. RCW 84.55.010 and 2006 ¢ 184 s 1 are each
amended to read as follows:

Except as provided in this chapter, the levy for a taxing
district in any year shall be set so that the regular property
taxes payable in the following year shall not exceed the limit
factor multiplied by the amount of regular property taxes
lawfully levied for such district plus revenues deposited as
provided in sections 2(7), 4(7), 6(7) and 8(7) of this act in
the highest of the three most recent years in which such
taxes were levied for such district plus an additional dollar
amount calculated by multiplying the increase in assessed
value in that district resulting from new construction,

increases in assessed value due to construction of electric
generation wind turbine facilities classified as personal
property, improvements to property, and any increase in the
assessed value of state-assessed property by the regular
property tax levy rate of that district for the preceding year.
The adjustments provided in sections 2, 4, 6, and 8 of this
act provide a limitation on property tax levies which is in
addition to the limit factor in this section.

CONSTRUCTION CLAUSE

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. The provisions of this act are to
be liberally construed to effectuate the intent, policies, and
purposes of this act.

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to
other persons or circumstances is not affected.
MISCELLANEOUS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. Subheadings used in this act are
not part of the law.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. This act shall be known and cited
as the Lower Property Taxes Act of 2009.
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Referendum Measure

1

Passed by the legislature and ordered referred by
petition:

The legislature passed
Engrossed Second
Substitute Senate Bill
5688 concerning rights
and responsibilities

of state-registered
domestic partners.

This bill would expand the rights,
responsibilities, and obligations accorded
state-registered same-sex and senior domestic
partners to be equivalent to those of married
spouses, except that a domestic partnership is
not a marriage.

Should this bill be:
[ 1 Approved
[ ] Rejected

Votes cast by the 2009 Legislature on final passage:
Senate:Yeas, 30; Nays, 18; Absent, 0; Excused, 1.
House: Yeas, 62; Nays, 35; Absent, 0; Excused, 1.

The Official BallotTitle and the Explanatory Statement were
written by the Attorney General as required by law.The Fiscal
Impact Statement was written by the Office of Financial
Management as required by law. The Secretary of State is
not responsible for the content of arguments or statements

b
Reject - you don’t favor the bill passed

You are voting to Approve or Reject )

the bill passed by the Legislature

Approve - you favor the bill passed
by the Legislature.

\_ by the Legislature. W,

15

Referendum Measure 71

(WAC 434-381-180). The complete text of Referendum
Measure 71 begins on page 19.

Explanatory Statement

The Law as it Presently Exists:

The Office of the Secretary of State maintains a
domestic partnership registry. Two individuals
may enter into a state-registered domestic
partnership if the individuals meet certain criteria,
including: sharing a common residence, being

at least 18 years of age, and being members of
the same sex. The domestic partnership is also
available to two individuals of the opposite sex if
one of the individuals is at least 62 years of age.

Under existing law, a registered domestic
partnership is not a marriage because Washington
law defines marriage as a civil contract between

a male and a female who have each attained the
age of 18 years, and who are otherwise capable of
entering into marriage.

Existing law provides state-registered domestic
partners and partnerships with some of

the powers and rights and responsibilities
available to married spouses. Such existing
powers and rights include health care facility
visitation rights, the ability to grant informed
consent for health care for a patient who is

not competent, title and rights to cemetery

plots, and automatic termination of power of
attorney upon termination of the state-registered
domestic partnership. Domestic partners of public
employees are eligible to participate in Public
Employees Benefits Board insurance coverage. A
certificate of domestic partnership issued by the
Office of the Secretary of State fulfills eligibility
requirements for the domestic partner of the
public employee to receive benefits.

Existing law also addresses certain rights and
responsibilities of state-registered domestic
partners related to community property, estate
planning, taxes, court process, service to indigent
veterans and other public assistance, conflicts of
interest for public officials, and guardianships.

Under existing law, there are two processes

by which domestic partners may terminate

the registration and relationship. A domestic
partner may file a petition for dissolution in
superior court and follow the same procedures
applicable to dissolution of marriage. However,
registered domestic partners may also use a
non-judicial termination process by filing a notice
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of termination with the Office of the Secretary

of State if, at the time of filing notice, neither
registered partner has minor children and neither
partner is pregnant; the domestic partnership is
not more than five years in duration; the total
fair market value of community assets is less
than $25,000; and neither partner has separate
property assets in excess of $25,000.

The Effect of the Proposed Measure, if Approved:

If approved, the measure would amend
references in numerous state statutes so that
rights, responsibilities, and obligations granted
by or imposed by state law on married couples
and their families would apply equally to state-
registered domestic partners. The terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow,
widower, next of kin, and family, when used in
state statutes, would be interpreted as applying
equally to state-registered domestic partnerships
as well as to marital relationships and married
persons. Similarly, references to dissolution of
marriage would apply equally to state-registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated,
dissolved, or invalidated. Gender specific terms
such as husband and wife used in any statute,
rule, or other law would be construed to be
gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in
state-registered domestic partnerships.

If approved, the measure would not change the
statute defining marriage under Washington law.
A domestic partnership would not be within the
definition of marriage, which would continue to
be limited to one man and one woman.

The measure would provide state-registered
domestic partners a number of additional powers,
rights, and responsibilities such as: the ability to
use available sick leave to care for a domestic
partner, or to receive wages and benefits where
available when a domestic partner is injured; the
right to receive unpaid wages upon the death

of a domestic partner; the ability to receive
unemployment benefits, disability insurance
benefits, or workers compensation coverage
where such benefits and coverage is provided to
married spouses; rights under insurance policies
that accrue as a matter of law after the death of a
spouse, such as conversion rights and continuing
coverage rights; rights and responsibilities related
to adoption, child custody, and child support; and
rights related to business succession applicable to
married spouses.

State agencies would be required to amend

agency rules to ensure that privileges,
immunities, rights, benefits, or responsibilities
granted or imposed by statute to an individual
because that individual is or was a spouse in a
marital relationship are granted or imposed on
equivalent terms to an individual because that
individual is or was in a state-registered domestic
partnership.

If approved, the current non-judicial termination
process available to domestic partners would
be repealed and termination of state-registered
domestic partnerships would require a judicial
action.

Fiscal Impact Statement

Fiscal Impact Through Fiscal Year 2015

Referendum 71 would enact legislation, E2SSB
5688, that expands the rights, responsibilities
and benefits of registered domestic partners.
Referendum 71 would increase state costs by
paying for additional worker compensation and
crime victim claims benefits; additional state
employee pension survivor benefits; and other
administrative expenses. Costs are estimated at
$900,000 for fiscal years 2009-11, $1.5 million
for fiscal years 2011-13 and $1.6 million for fiscal
years 2013-15. State revenue from estate taxes
estimated at $260,000 would be reduced in fiscal
years 2013-15, while $7000 in annual fee revenue
would be gained.

General Assumptions

Estimates are based on information provided by
state agencies during the 2009 legislative session
for Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill
(E2SSB) 5688.

Estimates are based on early 2009 data of the
number of registered domestic partnerships.
There are approximately 5,000 registered
domestic partnerships with the Secretary of
State. Of that number, 1,500 of those individuals
were older than 62, and therefore, could be
registered in same-sex or opposite-sex domestic
partnerships.

Estimates include costs that were funded in the
state budget as well as costs that state agencies
were expected to absorb.

Estimates exclude approximately $15,000 in costs
incurred to implement E2SSB 5688 before
August 1, 20009.



State Cost Estimate - Assumptions

For fiscal years 2009-15, the following estimated
costs would be incurred:

$1.1 million - Additional worker compensation
and crime victim claim benefits.

$2.6 million - Additional state employee pension
survivor benefits.

$300,000 - Changes to public rules, information
systems, publications and other administrative
costs.

Referendum 71 would extend eligibility for
public employee health benefits to all registered
domestic partnerships. However, the Public
Employees Benefits Board has exercised its
statutory discretion to extend public employee
health benefits to all registered domestic
partnerships independent of E2SSB 5688.
Therefore, costs estimated by the Health Care
Authority for the implementation of E2SSB 5688
are excluded from this estimate.

State Revenue Estimate — Assumptions

E2SSB 5688 would allow a registered domestic
partner to take a marital deduction, which reduces
the taxable estate subject to state estate taxes.
Referendum 71 would retain domestic partner
eligibility for the deduction, resulting in an
estimated $260,000 reduction in revenue in fiscal
years 2013-15.

E2SSB 5688 authorizes the Secretary of State

to record changes to registered domestic
partnerships in the event of a change in address,
name change, dissolution or death.There is a
$10 fee for change filings. Referendum 71 would
retain this authority, resulting in an estimated
$7,000 gain in fee revenue each year.

County and City Cost Estimate - Assumptions

While the fiscal impact cannot be determined,
counties and cities would incur expenses related
to revision of property tax laws, additional court
cases and related matters.
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( Address Confidentiality Program
If you are a victim of domestic violence,

0 sexual assault, trafficking, and/or
stalking who has chosen not to register to vote
because you are afraid your perpetrator will track
you down through voter registration records, the
Office of the Secretary of State has a program
that might be able to help you.

The Address Confidentiality Program (ACP)
works together with community domestic
violence and sexual assault programs in an effort
to keep crime victims safer. The ACP provides
participants with a substitute address that can
be used when conducting business with state
or local government agencies. ACP participants
are eligible to register as Protected Records
Voters, meaning the registration information

is not public record. All ACP participants must
be referred to the program by a local domestic
violence or sexual assault advocate who can
help develop a comprehensive safety plan.

Need more information? Call the ACP toll-free
at (800) 822-1065 or visit

vaw.secstate.wa.gov/ acp . )
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Statement For Referendum Measure 71

THE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP LAW PROTECTS ALL WASHINGTON
FAMILIES

This law ensures that all Washington families have the same
protections, rights, and responsibilities as their neighbors.
The law guarantees that all families will be treated fairly,
especially in times of crisis. Many gay and lesbian couples,
often with children, and many senior couples are domestic
partners. Often these seniors can’t marry without sacrificing
needed health and pension benefits. Domestic partnership
laws allow them to protect their loved ones.

“This law provides essential protections to many older
couples and to families with children who would otherwise
be living without a safety net.”

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP LAW?

Death benefits for partners of police and firefighters killed in
the line of duty.

Right to use sick leave to care for a seriously ill partner.

Pension benefits for partners of teachers and other public
employees.

Victims' rights.

Right to workers’ compensation benefits if a partner is killed
in the course of employment.

WHO SUPPORTS THE LAW?

More than 150 organizations, including congregations

and faith based organizations and their leaders, all across
our state — like the Washington State Nurses Association,
Washington Association of Churches, AAUW, Childhaven,
Washington State Senior Citizens’ Lobby, Associated
Ministries of Pierce County, Asian and Pacific Islander
Women and Family Safety Center, Jewish Family Service,
Anti-Defamation League, Washington Education Association,
Planned Parenthood, Japanese American Citizens League,
Lutheran Public Policy Network, SEIU, Latino Political Action
Committee, American Federation of Teachers, King County
Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Safe Schools Coalition,
Mainstream Republicans, Equal Rights Washington, PFLAG,
Young Democrats of Washington, Washington State Bar
Association.

They, and we, ask you to vote Approved on R-71 - for All
Washington families.

Rebuttal of Statement Against

All families should be treated fairly and equally under the
law. Committed couples who want to take care of each other
should have the protections they need to keep their families
safe. They should be allowed to visit each other in the
hospital, take family medical leave, have insurance or receive
inheritance. Children should be protected when a parent
dies. This law does not affect schools or change the definition
of marriage in any way.

Argument Prepared by

Kelly Fox, President, Washington State Council of Fire
Fighters; Denise Klein, Executive Director, Senior Services;
Linnea Hirst, President, League of Women Voters of
Washington; Paola Maranan, Executive Director, Children’s
Alliance; James Kelly, CEO, Urban League of Metropolitan
Seattle; Audrey Haberman, Executive Director, Pride
Foundation.

Contact: (206) 324-2570; www.approve71.org

Statement Against Referendum Measure 71

REJECT SENATE BILL 5688 TO PRESERVE MARRIAGE!

SB 5688 is primarily about homosexual marriage—not
benefits.

Senator Ed Murray told the Seattle Times (Jan. 10, 2007),
when announcing the Domestic Partnership Bill, “The

goal is marriage equality. It's an important statement that
our eyes are on the prize, and the prize is marriage!”
Representative Jamie Pedersen told the Times (Jan. 28, 2009)
that SB 5688 will give homosexuals “a bridge until they can
legally marry.”

Senator Murray told the Times (May 17, 2009) that the
domestic partnership expansion (SB 5688) is an “incremental
approach...a strategic plan.”

SB 5688 is the last incremental step to same-sex marriage in
Washington State.

REJECT SENATE BILL 5688 TO PROTECT FAMILIES!

Marriage between one man and one woman is the
foundation for civilized societies and has been for centuries.
Marriage does not exist just for the emotional satisfaction of
two individuals, but for the greater good of the social order.
Marriage is about providing the most stable and healthy
environment in which to raise children.

REJECT SENATE BILL 5688 TO PROTECT CHILDREN!

SB 5688 redefines terms such as “husband” and “wife” to
be construed as “gender neutral” The new law will confuse
children and likely result in public schools influencing
children to accept a new definition of the “family unit” so
that same-sex partners will be a recognized norm.

REJECT SENATE BILL 5688 TO PROTECT TAXPAYERS!

If Senate Bill 5688 is implemented, it will mean another
massive expansion of government and Washingtonian
taxpayers will be stuck with a multi-million dollar bill. Now
is not the time to provide more entitlements to a very small
minority of the population.

Rebuttal of Statement For

Statutory benefits are not rights. Those who choose to
engage in homosexual relationships already enjoy the exact
same constitutional rights and protections all Americans
have. Washington has decided to recognize and promote
marriage between one man and one woman above other
types of relationships. SB 5688 would make our state’s
Defense of Marriage Act meaningless. Washington State
cannot afford to make same-sex partnerships equal to
marriage. It's that simple. Reject SB 5688 to preserve
marriage!

Argument Prepared by

Larry Stickney, Campaign Manager, Protect Marriage
Washington; Gary Randall, President, Faith and Freedom
Network; Matt Shea, Representative (R), 4th Legislative
District, Washington State Legislature; Stephen Pidgeon,
Attorney at Law, PS.

Contact: (425) 451-7753; www.protectmarriagewa.com
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AN ACT Relating to further expanding the rights and
responsibilities of state registered domestic partners;
amending RCW 2.10.030, 6.27.140, 10.77.205, 11.88.030,
26.60.040, 26.60.090, 41.16.010, 41.18.010, 49.78.020,
65.12.035, 71.05.425, 72.09.015, 72.09.712, 72.36.115,
77.36.010, 83.100.046, 83.100.047, and 84.04.050; adding a
new section to chapter 26.60 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 34.05 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 1.12
RCW, adding a new section to chapter 1.16 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 2.10 RCW, adding a new section to
chapter 2.12 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 2.14 RCW;
adding a new section to chapter 2.56 RCW; adding a new
section to chapter 4.24 RCW; adding a new section to chapter
4.28 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 5.44 RCW; adding
a new section to chapter 6.15 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 6.27 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 7.08 RCW;
adding a new section to chapter 7.68 RCW; adding a new
section to chapter 9.58 RCW, adding a new section to chapter
9.68 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 9.68A RCW;
adding a new section to chapter 9.94A RCW; adding a new
section to chapter 9A.16 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 9A.40 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 9A.44
RCW, adding a new section to chapter 9A.76 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 10.77 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 10.95 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 10.99
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 10.101 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 11.40 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 11.42 RCW, adding a new section to chapter 11.66
RCW, adding a new section to chapter 11.68 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 11.88 RCW, adding a new section to
chapter 11.94 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 11.95
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 11.98 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 11.104A RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 11.108 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 13.34
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 13.40 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 13.64 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 18.20 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 18.35
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 18.51 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 18.96 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 18.118 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 18.120
RCW, adding a new section to chapter 19.09 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 19.16 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 19.36 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 19.40
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 19.72 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 19.98 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 19.120 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 19.205
RCW, adding a new section to chapter 19.220 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 19.225 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 21.20 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 21.35
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 23B.08 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 23B.19 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 26.09 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 26.18
RCW, adding a new section to chapter 26.26 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 26.27 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 26.28 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 26.33
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 28B.10 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 28B.15 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 28B.50 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 30.22
RCW, adding a new section to chapter 31.12 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 35.21 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 35.54 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 35A.01
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 36.17 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 36.88 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 38.42 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 38.52
RCW, adding a new section to chapter 41.04 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 41.06 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 41.16 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 41.18
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 41.20 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 41.24 RCW; adding a new section to

-
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chapter 41.26 RCW,; adding a new section to chapter 41.28
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 41.32 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 41.34 RCW, adding a new section to
chapter 41.35 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 41.37
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 41.40 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 41.44 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 41.50 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 41.54
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 41.68 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 42.23 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 42.52 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 43.20B
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 43.43 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 43.56 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 43.180 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 43.215
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 43.235 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 46.04 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 48.17 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 48.18
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 48.20 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 48.21 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 48.21A RCW; adding a new section to chapter 48.22
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 48.23 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 48.24 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 48.25 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 48.29
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 48.30 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 48.41 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 48.43 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 48.44
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 48.46 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 48.66 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 48.76 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 49.12
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 49.48 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 49.74 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 49.77 RCW,; adding a new section to chapter 49.78
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 49.86 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 50.04 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 51.08 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 59.18
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 59.20 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 59.21 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 59.22 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 62A.1
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 65.12 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 66.24 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 67.70 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 68.04
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 70.02 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 70.24 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 70.47 RCW,; adding a new section to chapter 70.47A
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 70.58 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 70.122 RCW, adding a new section to
chapter 70.128 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 70.190
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 71.05 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 71.09 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 71.12 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 71.32
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 71A.20 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 72.01 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 72.09 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 72.23
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 72.36 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 72.64 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 72.66 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 73.16
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 74.04 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 74.08A RCW, adding a new section to
chapter 74.09 RCW, adding a new section to chapter 74.09A

Continued on page 20
~
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RCW; adding a new section to chapter 74.13 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 74.15 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 74.20 RCW, adding a new section to chapter 74.20A
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 74.34 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 74.41 RCW, adding a new section to
chapter 77.08 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 79A.05
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 80.28 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 81.28 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 81.80 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 82.08
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 83.100 RCW; adding a
new section to chapter 83.110A RCW, adding a new section to
chapter 84.04 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 85.38
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 87.03 RCW, adding a
new section to chapter 89.12 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 91.08 RCW; repealing RCW 26.60.050 and 26.60.055;
and providing effective dates.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec.1 A new section is added to chapter
26.60 RCW to read as follows:

It is the intent of the legislature that for all purposes under
state law, state registered domestic partners shall be treated
the same as married spouses. Any privilege, immunity, right,
benefit, or responsibility granted or imposed by statute,
administrative or court rule, policy, common law or any
other law to an individual because the individual is or was
a spouse, or because the individual is or was an in-law in a
specified way to another individual, is granted on equivalent
terms, substantive and procedural, to an individual because
the individual is or was in a state registered domestic
partnership or because the individual is or was, based on a
state registered domestic partnership, related in a specified
way to another individual. The provisions of this act shall be
liberally construed to achieve equal treatment, to the extent
not in conflict with federal law, of state registered domestic
partners and married spouses.

NEW SECTION. Sec.2 A new section is added to chapter
34.05 RCW to read as follows:

(1) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for
this specific purpose, except where inconsistent with federal
law or regulations applicable to federal benefit programs,
agencies shall amend their rules to reflect the intent of the
legislature to ensure that all privileges, immunities, rights,
benefits, or responsibilities granted or imposed by statute to
an individual because that individual is or was a spouse in
a marital relationship are granted or imposed on equivalent
terms to an individual because that individual is or was in a
state registered domestic partnership.

(2) Except where inconsistent with federal law or
regulations applicable to federal benefit programs, all agency
orders creating new rules, or amending existing rules, shall
be formulated to reflect the intent stated in subsection (1) of
this section.

(3) No agency rule is invalid because it does not comply
with this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec.3 A new section is added to chapter
1.12 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this code, with the exception of
chapter 26.04 RCW, the terms spouse, marriage, marital,
husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and family
shall be interpreted as applying equally to state registered
domestic partnerships or individuals in state registered
domestic partnerships as well as to marital relationships and
married persons, and references to dissolution of marriage
shall apply equally to state registered domestic partnerships
that have been terminated, dissolved, or invalidated, to
the extent that such interpretation does not conflict with
federal law. Where necessary to implement this act, gender-
specific terms such as husband and wife used in any statute,
rule, or other law shall be construed to be gender neutral,

and applicable to individuals in state registered domestic
partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.4 A new section is added to chapter
1.16 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this code, with the exception of
chapter 26.04 RCW, the terms spouse, marriage, marital,
husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and family
shall be interpreted as applying equally to state registered
domestic partnerships or individuals in state registered
domestic partnerships as well as to marital relationships and
married persons, and references to dissolution of marriage
shall apply equally to state registered domestic partnerships
that have been terminated, dissolved, or invalidated, to
the extent that such interpretation does not conflict with
federal law. Where necessary to implement this act, gender-
specific terms such as husband and wife used in any statute,
rule, or other law shall be construed to be gender neutral,
and applicable to individuals in state registered domestic
partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.5 A new section is added to chapter
2.10 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec.6 RCW 2.10.030 and 1997 ¢ 88 s 5 are each amended
to read as follows:

(1) “Retirement system” means the “Washington judicial
retirement system” provided herein.

(2) “Judge” means a person elected or appointed to
serve as judge of a court of record as provided in chapters
2.04, 2.06, and 2.08 RCW. “Judge” does not include a person
serving as a judge pro tempore except for a judge pro
tempore appointed under RCW 2.04.240(2) or 2.06.150(2).

(3) “Retirement board” means the “Washington judicial
retirement board” established herein.

(4) “Surviving spouse” means the surviving widow or
widower or surviving state registered domestic partner of
a judge. “Surviving spouse” does not include the divorced
spouse of a judge or an individual whose state registered
domestic partnership with the judge has been terminated,
dissolved, or invalidated.

(5) “Retirement fund” means the “Washington judicial
retirement fund” established herein.

(6) “Beneficiary” means any person in receipt of a
retirement allowance, disability allowance or any other
benefit described herein.

(7) “Monthly salary” means the monthly salary of the
position held by the judge.

(8) “Service” means all periods of time served as a judge,
as herein defined. Any calendar month at the beginning or
end of a term in which ten or more days are served shall
be counted as a full month of service: PROVIDED, That no
more than one month’s service may be granted for any one
calendar month. Only months of service will be counted
in the computation of any retirement allowance or other
benefit provided for in this chapter. Years of service shall be
determined by dividing the total months of service by twelve.
Any fraction of a year of service as so determined shall be




taken into account in the computation of such retirement
allowance or benefit.

(9) “Final average salary” means (a) for a judge in service
in the same court for a minimum of twelve consecutive
months preceding the date of retirement, the salary attached
to the position held by the judge immediately prior to
retirement; (b) for any other judge, the average monthly
salary paid over the highest twenty-four month period in the
last ten years of service.

(10) “Retirement allowance” for the purpose of applying
cost of living increases or decreases includes retirement
allowances, disability allowances and survivorship benefit.

(11) “Index” means for any calendar year, that year'’s
annual average consumer price index for urban wage
earners and clerical workers, all items (1957-1959 equal one
hundred) -- compiled by the bureau of labor statistics, United
States department of labor.

(12) “Accumulated contributions” means the total amount
deducted from the judge’s monthly salary pursuant to RCW
2.10.090, together with the regular interest thereon from July
1, 1988, as determined by the director of the department of
retirement systems.

NEW SECTION. Sec.7 A new section is added to chapter
2.12 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.8 A new section is added to chapter
2.14 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.9 A new section is added to chapter
2.56 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 10 A new section is added to
chapter 4.24 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11 A new section is added to chapter
4.28 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12 A new section is added to
chapter 5.44 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13 A new section is added to
chapter 6.15 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14 A new section is added to
chapter 6.27 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
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state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does

not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 15 RCW 6.27.140 and 2003 ¢ 222 s 6 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) The notice required by RCW 6.27.130(1) to be mailed to
or served on an individual judgment debtor shall be in the
following form, printed or typed in type no smaller than elite
type:

NOTICE OF GARNISHMENT AND OFYOUR RIGHTS

A Writ of Garnishment issued in a Washington court has been
or will be served on the garnishee named in the attached
copy of the writ. After receipt of the writ, the garnishee is
required to withhold payment of any money that was due

to you and to withhold any other property of yours that the
garnishee held or controlled. This notice of your rights is
required by law.

YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING EXEMPTION RIGHTS:

WAGES. If the garnishee is your employer who owes wages
or other personal earnings to you, your employer is required
to pay amounts to you that are exempt under state and
federal laws, as explained in the writ of garnishment. You
should receive a copy of your employer’s answer, which
will show how the exempt amount was calculated. If the
garnishment is for child support, the exempt amount paid
to you will be forty percent of wages due you, but if you are
supporting a spouse, state registered domestic partner, or
dependent child, you are entitled to claim an additional ten
percent as exempt.

BANK ACCOUNTS. If the garnishee is a bank or other
institution with which you have an account in which you
have deposited benefits such asTemporary Assistance for
Needy Families, Supplemental Security Income (SSl), Social
Security, veterans’ benefits, unemployment compensation,
or a United States pension, you may claim the account as
fully exempt if you have deposited only such benefit funds
in the account. It may be partially exempt even though

you have deposited money from other sources in the

same account. An exemption is also available under RCW
26.16.200, providing that funds in a community bank account
that can be identified as the earnings of a stepparent are
exempt from a garnishment on the child support obligation
of the parent.

OTHER EXEMPTIONS. If the garnishee holds other property
of yours, some or all of it may be exempt under RCW
6.15.010, a Washington statute that exempts up to five
hundred dollars of property of your choice (including up to
one hundred dollars in cash or in a bank account) and certain
property such as household furnishings, tools of trade, and a
motor vehicle (all limited by differing dollar values).

HOWTO CLAIM EXEMPTIONS. Fill out the enclosed claim
form and mail or deliver it as described in instructions on
the claim form. If the plaintiff does not object to your claim,
the funds or other property that you have claimed as exempt
must be released not later than 10 days after the plaintiff
receives your claim form. If the plaintiff objects, the law
requires a hearing not later than 14 days after the plaintiff
receives your claim form, and notice of the objection and
hearing date will be mailed to you at the address that you
put on the claim form.

THE LAW ALSO PROVIDES OTHER EXEMPTION RIGHTS.
IF NECESSARY, AN ATTORNEY CAN ASSISTYOUTO
ASSERTTHESE AND OTHER RIGHTS, BUTYOU MUST ACT

IMMEDIATELY TO AVOID LOSS OF RIGHTS BY DELAY.

(2) The claim form required by RCW 6.27.130(1) to be
mailed to or served on an individual judgment debtor shall
be in the following form, printed or typed in type no smaller
than elite type:

[Caption to be filled in by judgment creditor or plaintiff
before mailing.]

............ No......

Plaintiff,

Vs.

............ EXEMPTION CLAIM
Defendant,

Garnishee Defendant
INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Read this whole form after reading the enclosed notice.
Then put an X in the box or boxes that describe your
exemption claim or claims and write in the necessary
information on the blank lines. If additional space is needed,
use the bottom of the last page or attach another sheet.

2. Make two copies of the completed form. Deliver the
original form by first-class mail or in person to the clerk of
the court, whose address is shown at the bottom of the writ
of garnishment. Deliver one of the copies by first-class mail
or in person to the plaintiff or plaintiff's attorney, whose
name and address are shown at the bottom of the writ.
Keep the other copy.YOU SHOULD DOTHIS AS QUICKLY AS
POSSIBLE, BUT NO LATERTHAN 28 DAYS (4 WEEKS) AFTER
THE DATE ONTHE WRIT.

I/We claim the following money or property as exempt:
IF BANK ACCOUNT IS GARNISHED:

[ IThe account contains payments from:

[ ITemporary assistance for needy families, SSI, or other

public assistance. | receive $. . . . . monthly.

[ 1 Social Security. | receive $. . . .. monthly.

[ ] Veterans’ Benefits. | receive $. . . .. monthly.

[1U.S. Government Pension. | receive $. . . .. monthly.

[ 1 Unemployment Compensation. | receive $. . . .. monthly.
[ ] Child support. | receive $. . . .. monthly.

[1Other.Explain.......... ... .. ..oio...

IF EXEMPTION IN BANK ACCOUNT IS CLAIMED, ANSWER
ONE OR BOTH OFTHE FOLLOWING:

[ ] No money other than from above payments are in the
account.

[ ] Moneys in addition to the above payments have been
deposited in the account. Explain. . .....................

IF EARNINGS ARE GARNISHED FOR CHILD SUPPORT:
[ 11 claim maximum exemption.
[ 11 am supporting another child or other children.

[ 11 am supporting a husband ((e+a)), wife, or state
registered domestic partner.

IF PENSION OR RETIREMENT BENEFITS ARE GARNISHED:
[ ] Name and address of employer who is paying the
benefits:

OTHER PROPERTY:
[ 1 Describe property . .....cvve i e



(If you claim other personal property as exempt, you must
attach a list of all other personal property that you own.) . ...

Print: Your name If married or in a state registered
domestic partnership, name of
husband/wife/state registered
domestic partner

state registered domestic partner

Telephone number

Telephone number (if different from
yours)

CAUTION: If the plaintiff objects to your claim, you will have
to go to court and give proof of your claim. For example, if
you claim that a bank account is exempt, you may have to
show the judge your bank statements and papers that show
the source of the money you deposited in the bank.Your
claim may be granted more quickly if you attach copies of
such proof to your claim.

IFTHE JUDGE DENIESYOUR EXEMPTION CLAIM, YOU
WILL HAVETO PAYTHE PLAINTIFF'S COSTS. IFTHE JUDGE
DECIDESTHATYOU DID NOT MAKE THE CLAIM IN GOOD
FAITH, HE OR SHE MAY DECIDE THATYOU MUST PAY THE
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY FEES.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16 A new section is added to
chapter 7.08 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17 A new section is added to
chapter 7.68 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 18 A new section is added to
chapter 9.58 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to

Signature of husband ((er)), wife, or
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dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does

not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 19 A new section is added to
chapter 9.68 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.20 A new section is added to
chapter 9.68A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.21 A new section is added to
chapter 9.94A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.22 A new section is added to
chapter 9A.16 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
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to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 23 A new section is added to
chapter 9A.40 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.24 A new section is added to
chapter 9A.44 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.25 A new section is added to
chapter 9A.76 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.26 A new section is added to
chapter 10.77 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 27 RCW 10.77.205 and 2000 ¢ 94 s 17 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1)(a) At the earliest possible date, and in no event
later than thirty days before conditional release, release,

authorized furlough pursuant to RCW 10.77.163, or transfer

to a less-restrictive facility than a state mental hospital, the
superintendent shall send written notice of the conditional
release, release, authorized furlough, or transfer of a person
who has been found not guilty of a sex, violent, or felony
harassment offense by reason of insanity and who is now in
the custody of the department pursuant to this chapter, to the
following:

(i) The chief of police of the city, if any, in which the person
will reside; and

(ii) The sheriff of the county in which the person will
reside.

(b) The same notice as required by (a) of this subsection
shall be sent to the following, if such notice has been
requested in writing about a specific person committed
under this chapter:

(i) The victim of the crime for which the person was
committed or the victim’s next of kin if the crime was a
homicide;

(ii) Any witnesses who testified against the person in any
court proceedings; and

(iii) Any person specified in writing by the prosecuting
attorney. Information regarding victims, next of kin, or
witnesses requesting the notice, information regarding any
other person specified in writing by the prosecuting attorney
to receive the notice, and the notice are confidential and shall
not be available to the person committed under this chapter.

(c) In addition to the notice requirements of (a) and (b) of
this subsection, the superintendent shall comply with RCW
10.77.163.

(d) The thirty-day notice requirement contained in (a) and
(b) of this subsection shall not apply to emergency medical
furloughs.

(e) The existence of the notice requirements in (a) and
(b) of this subsection shall not require any extension of
the release date in the event the release plan changes after
notification.

(2) If a person who has been found not guilty of a sex,
violent, or felony harassment offense by reason of insanity
and who is committed under this chapter escapes, the
superintendent shall immediately notify, by the most
reasonable and expedient means available, the chief of
police of the city and the sheriff of the county in which the
person resided immediately before the person’s arrest. If
previously requested, the superintendent shall also notify
the witnesses and the victim, if any, of the crime for which
the person was committed or the victim’s next of kin if the
crime was a homicide. The superintendent shall also notify
appropriate persons pursuant to RCW 10.77.165. If the person
is recaptured, the secretary shall send notice to the persons
designated in this subsection as soon as possible but in
no event later than two working days after the department
learns of such recapture.

(3) If the victim, the victim’s next of kin, or any witness is
under the age of sixteen, the notice required by this section
shall be sent to the parents or legal guardian of the child.

(4) The department shall send the notices required by this
chapter to the last address provided to the department by
the requesting party. The requesting party shall furnish the
department with a current address.

(5) For purposes of this section the following terms have
the following meanings:

(a) “Violent offense” means a violent offense under RCW
9.94A.030;

(b) “Sex offense” means a sex offense under RCW
9.94A.030;

(c) “Next of kin” means a person’s spouse, state
registered domestic partner, parents, siblings, and children;




(d) “Authorized furlough” means a furlough granted after
compliance with RCW 10.77.163;

(e) “Felony harassment offense” means a crime of
harassment as defined in RCW 9A.46.060 that is a felony.

NEW SECTION. Sec.28 A new section is added to
chapter 10.95 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.29 A new section is added to
chapter 10.99 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.30 A new section is added to
chapter 10.101 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.31 A new section is added to
chapter 11.40 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.32 A new section is added to
chapter 11.42 RCW to read as follows:
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For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 33 A new section is added to
chapter 11.66 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 34 A new section is added to
chapter 11.68 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 35 A new section is added to
chapter 11.88 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec.36 RCW 11.88.030 and 1996 c 249 s 8 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) Any person or entity may petition for the appointment
of a qualified person, trust company, national bank, or
nonprofit corporation authorized in RCW 11.88.020 as the
guardian or limited guardian of an incapacitated person.

No liability for filing a petition for guardianship or limited
guardianship shall attach to a petitioner acting in good faith
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and upon reasonable basis. A petition for guardianship or
limited guardianship shall state:

(a) The name, age, residence, and post office address of
the alleged incapacitated person;

(b) The nature of the alleged incapacity in accordance with
RCW 11.88.010;

(c) The approximate value and description of property,
including any compensation, pension, insurance, or
allowance, to which the alleged incapacitated person may be
entitled;

(d) Whether there is, in any state, a guardian or limited
guardian, or pending guardianship action for the person or
estate of the alleged incapacitated person;

(e) The residence and post office address of the person
whom petitioner asks to be appointed guardian or limited
guardian;

(f) The names and addresses, and nature of the
relationship, so far as known or can be reasonably
ascertained, of the persons most closely related by blood
((er)), marriage, or state registered domestic partnership to
the alleged incapacitated person;

(g) The name and address of the person or facility having
the care and custody of the alleged incapacitated person;

(h)The reason why the appointment of a guardian or
limited guardian is sought and the interest of the petitioner
in the appointment, and whether the appointment is sought
as guardian or limited guardian of the person, the estate, or
both;

(i) A description of any alternate arrangements previously
made by the alleged incapacitated person, such as trusts or
powers of attorney, including identifying any guardianship
nominations contained in a power of attorney, and why a
guardianship is nevertheless necessary;

(j) The nature and degree of the alleged incapacity and the
specific areas of protection and assistance requested and the
limitation of rights requested to be included in the court’s
order of appointment;

(k) The requested term of the limited guardianship to be
included in the court’s order of appointment;

(I) Whether the petitioner is proposing a specific individual
to act as guardian ad litem and, if so, the individual’s
knowledge of or relationship to any of the parties, and why
the individual is proposed.

(2)(a) The attorney general may petition for the
appointment of a guardian or limited guardian in any case
in which there is cause to believe that a guardianship is
necessary and no private party is able and willing to petition.

(b) Prepayment of a filing fee shall not be required in
any guardianship or limited guardianship brought by the
attorney general. Payment of the filing fee shall be ordered
from the estate of the incapacitated person at the hearing
on the merits of the petition, unless in the judgment of
the court, such payment would impose a hardship upon
the incapacitated person, in which case the filing shall be
waived.

(3) No filing fee shall be charged by the court for filing
either a petition for guardianship or a petition for limited
guardianship if the petition alleges that the alleged
incapacitated person has total assets of a value of less than
three thousand dollars.

(4)(a) Notice that a guardianship proceeding has been
commenced shall be personally served upon the alleged
incapacitated person and the guardian ad litem along with
a copy of the petition for appointment of a guardian. Such
notice shall be served not more than five court days after the
petition has been filed.

(b) Notice under this subsection shall include a clear and
easily readable statement of the legal rights of the alleged

incapacitated person that could be restricted or transferred
to a guardian by a guardianship order as well as the right to
counsel of choice and to a jury trial on the issue of incapacity.
Such notice shall be in substantially the following form and
shall be in capital letters, double-spaced, and in a type size
not smaller than ten-point type:

IMPORTANT NOTICE
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

A PETITIONTO HAVE A GUARDIAN APPOINTED FORYOU
HAS BEEN FILED INTHE . ... .. COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
BY...... IF A GUARDIAN IS APPOINTED, YOU COULD LOSE
ONE OR MORE OFTHE FOLLOWING RIGHTS:

(1) TO MARRY ((6R)), DIVORCE, OR ENTER INTO OR END
A STATE REGISTERED DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP;

(2) TOVOTE OR HOLD AN ELECTED OFFICE;
(3)TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT OR MAKE OR REVOKE A

’

(4)TO APPOINT SOMEONETO ACT ONYOUR BEHALF;

(5) TO SUE AND BE SUED OTHERTHANTHROUGH A
GUARDIAN;

(6) TO POSSESS A LICENSETO DRIVE;

(7)TO BUY, SELL, OWN, MORTGAGE, OR LEASE
PROPERTY;

(8) TO CONSENTTO OR REFUSE MEDICALTREATMENT;

(9)TO DECIDE WHO SHALL PROVIDE CARE AND
ASSISTANCE;

(10) TO MAKE DECISIONS REGARDING SOCIAL ASPECTS
OFYOUR LIFE.

UNDERTHE LAW,YOU HAVE CERTAIN RIGHTS.

YOU HAVETHE RIGHTTO BE REPRESENTED BY A LAWYER
OFYOUR OWN CHOOSING.THE COURT WILL APPOINT

A LAWYERTO REPRESENTYOU IFYOU ARE UNABLETO
PAY OR PAYMENT WOULD RESULT IN A SUBSTANTIAL
HARDSHIPTOYOU.

YOU HAVETHE RIGHTTO ASK FOR A JURY TO DECIDE
WHETHER OR NOTYOU NEED A GUARDIANTO HELPYOU.

YOU HAVETHE RIGHTTO BE PRESENT IN COURT AND
TESTIFY WHENTHE HEARING IS HELDTO DECIDE WHETHER
OR NOTYOU NEED A GUARDIAN. IF A GUARDIAN AD LITEM
IS APPOINTED, YOU HAVETHE RIGHTTO REQUESTTHE
COURTTO REPLACETHAT PERSON.

(5) All petitions filed under the provisions of this section
shall be heard within sixty days unless an extension of time
is requested by a party or the guardian ad litem within such
sixty day period and granted for good cause shown. If an
extension is granted, the court shall set a new hearing date.

NEW SECTION. Sec.37 A new section is added to
chapter 11.94 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 38 A new section is added to
chapter 11.95 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally




to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 39 A new section is added to
chapter 11.98 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.40 A new section is added to
chapter 11.104A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.41 A new section is added to
chapter 11.108 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.42 A new section is added to
chapter 13.34 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
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not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.43 A new section is added to
chapter 13.40 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.44 A new section is added to
chapter 13.64 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.45 A new section is added to
chapter 18.20 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.46 A new section is added to
chapter 18.35 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.47 A new section is added to
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chapter 18.51 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 48 A new section is added to
chapter 18.96 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.49 A new section is added to
chapter 18.118 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.50 A new section is added to
chapter 18.120 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.51 A new section is added to
chapter 19.09 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital

relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does

not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.52 A new section is added to
chapter 19.16 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.53 A new section is added to
chapter 19.36 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.54 A new section is added to
chapter 19.40 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.55 A new section is added to
chapter 19.72 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife



used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.56 A new section is added to
chapter 19.98 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.57 A new section is added to
chapter 19.120 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.58 A new section is added to
chapter 19.205 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.59 A new section is added to
chapter 19.220 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 60 A new section is added to
chapter 19.225 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
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marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next

of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally

to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 61 A new section is added to
chapter 21.20 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 62 A new section is added to
chapter 21.35 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 63 A new section is added to
chapter 23B.08 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 64 A new section is added to
chapter 23B.19 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
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domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 65 A new section is added to
chapter 26.09 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 66 A new section is added to
chapter 26.18 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 67 A new section is added to
chapter 26.26 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 68 A new section is added to
chapter 26.27 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state

registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 69 A new section is added to
chapter 26.28 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.70 A new section is added to
chapter 26.33 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 71 RCW 26.60.040 and 2007 ¢ 156 s 5 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) Two persons desiring to become state registered
domestic partners who meet the requirements of RCW
26.60.030 may register their domestic partnership by filing a
declaration of state registered domestic partnership with the
secretary and paying the filing fee established pursuant to
subsection (4) of this section. The declaration must be signed
by both parties and notarized.

(2) Upon receipt of a signed, notarized declaration and
the filing fee, the secretary shall register the declaration and
provide a certificate of state registered domestic partnership
to each party named on the declaration.

(3) The secretary shall permanently maintain a record of
each declaration of state registered domestic partnership
filed with the secretary.The secretary has the authority
to update the records to reflect changes in the status of a
state registered domestic partnership, such as a change of
address, name, dissolution, or death.The secretary shall
provide the state registrar of vital statistics with records of
declarations of state registered domestic partnerships.

(4) The secretary shall set by rule and collect a reasonable
fee for filing the declaration, calculated to cover the
secretary’s costs, but not to exceed fifty dollars. Fees
collected under this section are expressly designated for
deposit in the secretary of state’s revolving fund established
under RCW 43.07.130.

Sec.72 RCW 26.60.090 and 2008 ¢ 6 s 1101 are each
amended to read as follows:

A legal union of two persons of the same sex, other than
a marriage, that was validly formed in another jurisdiction,
and that is substantially equivalent to a domestic partnership
under this chapter, shall be recognized as a valid domestic
partnership in this state and shall be treated the same as a
domestic partnership registered in this state regardless of
whether it bears the name domestic partnership.




NEW SECTION. Sec. 73 A new section is added to
chapter 28B.10 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 74 A new section is added to
chapter 28B.15 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships. The rules and time periods
to establish residency that apply to spouses of Washington
residents shall apply equally to state registered domestic
partners of Washington residents.

NEW SECTION. Sec.75 A new section is added to
chapter 28B.50 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.76 A new section is added to
chapter 30.22 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.77 A new section is added to
chapter 31.12 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
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marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next

of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally

to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 78 A new section is added to
chapter 35.21 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.79 A new section is added to
chapter 35.54 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.80 A new section is added to
chapter 35A.01 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.81 A new section is added to
chapter 36.17 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
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domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 82 A new section is added to
chapter 36.88 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83 A new section is added to
chapter 38.42 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 84 A new section is added to
chapter 38.52 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.85 A new section is added to
chapter 41.04 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state

registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.86 A new section is added to
chapter 41.06 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.87 A new section is added to
chapter 41.16 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 88 RCW 41.16.010 and 2007 ¢ 218 s 18 are each
amended to read as follows:

For the purpose of this chapter, unless clearly indicated
by the context, words and phrases shall have the following
meaning:

(1) “Beneficiary” shall mean any person or persons
designated by a firefighter in a writing filed with the board,
and who shall be entitled to receive any benefits of a
deceased firefighter under this chapter.

(2) “Board” shall mean the municipal firefighters’ pension
board.

(3) “Child or children” shall mean a child or children
unmarried and under eighteen years of age.

(4) “Contributions” shall mean and include all sums
deducted from the salary of firefighters and paid into the
fund as hereinafter provided.

(5) “Disability” shall mean and include injuries or sickness
sustained as a result of the performance of duty.

(6) “Firefighter” shall mean any person regularly or
temporarily, or as a substitute, employed and paid as a
member of a fire department, who has passed a civil service
examination for firefighter and who is actively employed as a
firefighter; and shall include any “prior firefighter.”

(7) “Fire department” shall mean the regularly organized,
full time, paid, and employed force of firefighters of the
municipality.

(8) “Fund” shall mean the firefighters’ pension fund
created herein.

(9) “Municipality” shall mean every city and town
having a regularly organized full time, paid, fire department
employing firefighters.

(10) “Performance of duty” shall mean the performance
of work and labor regularly required of firefighters and shall
include services of an emergency nature rendered while off
regular duty, but shall not include time spent in traveling to



work before answering roll call or traveling from work after
dismissal at roll call.

(11) “Prior firefighter” shall mean a firefighter who was
actively employed as a firefighter of a fire department prior
to the first day of January, 1947, and who continues such
employment thereafter.

(12) “Retired firefighter” shall mean and include a person
employed as a firefighter and retired under the provisions of
chapter 50, Laws of 1909, as amended.

(13) “Widow or widower” means the surviving wife ((et)),
husband, or state registered domestic partner of a retired
firefighter who was retired on account of length of service
and who was lawfully married to, or in a state registered
domestic partnership with, such firefighter; and whenever
that term is used with reference to the wife or former wife
((ef)), husband or former husband, or current or former
state registered domestic partner of a retired firefighter who
was retired because of disability, it shall mean his or her
lawfully married wife ((ef)), husband, or state registered
domestic partner on the date he or she sustained the
injury or contracted the illness that resulted in his or her
disability. Said term shall not mean or include a surviving
wife ((er)), husband, or state registered domestic partner
who by process of law within one year prior to the retired
firefighter’s death, collected or attempted to collect from him
or her funds for the support of herself or himself or for his or
her children.

NEW SECTION. Sec.89 A new section is added to
chapter 41.18 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 90 RCW 41.18.010 and 2007 ¢ 218 s 41 are each
amended to read as follows:

For the purpose of this chapter, unless clearly indicated
otherwise by the context, words and phrases shall have the
meaning hereinafter ascribed.

(1) “Beneficiary” shall mean any person or persons
designated by a firefighter in a writing filed with the board,
and who shall be entitled to receive any benefits of a
deceased firefighter under this chapter.

(2) “Firefighter” means any person hereafter regularly or
temporarily, or as a substitute newly employed and paid as a
member of a fire department, who has passed a civil service
examination for firefighters and who is actively employed as
a firefighter or, if provided by the municipality by appropriate
local legislation, as a fire dispatcher: PROVIDED, Nothing in
chapter 209, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. shall impair or permit the
impairment of any vested pension rights of persons who are
employed as fire dispatchers at the time chapter 209, Laws
of 1969 ex. sess. takes effect; and any person heretofore
regularly or temporarily, or as a substitute, employed
and paid as a member of a fire department, and who has
contributed under and been covered by the provisions
of chapter 41.16 RCW as now or hereafter amended and
who has come under the provisions of this chapter in
accordance with RCW 41.18.170 and who is actively engaged
as a firefighter or as a member of the fire department as a
firefighter or fire dispatcher.
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(3) “Retired firefighter” means and includes a person
employed as a firefighter and retired under the provisions of
this chapter.

(4) “Basic salary” means the basic monthly salary,
including longevity pay, attached to the rank held by the
retired firefighter at the date of his or her retirement, without
regard to extra compensation which such firefighter may
have received for special duties assignments not acquired
through civil service examination: PROVIDED, That such basic
salary shall not be deemed to exceed the salary of a battalion
chief.

(5) “Widow or widower” means the surviving spouse
of a firefighter and shall include the surviving wife ((et)),
husband, or state registered domestic partner of a firefighter,
retired on account of length of service, who was lawfully
married to, or in a state registered domestic partnership with,
him or to her for a period of five years prior to the time of
his or her retirement; and the surviving wife ((er)), husband,
or state registered domestic partner of a firefighter, retired
on account of disability, who was lawfully married to, or in a
state registered domestic partnership with, him or her at and
prior to the time he or she sustained the injury or contracted
the illness resulting in his or her disability. The word shall
not mean the divorced wife or husband or former state
registered domestic partner of an active or retired firefighter.

(6) “Child” or “children” means a firefighter’s child or
children under the age of eighteen years, unmarried, and in
the legal custody of such firefighter at the time of his death
or her death.

(7) “Earned interest” means and includes all annual
increments to the firefighters’ pension fund from income
earned by investment of the fund. The earned interest
payable to any firefighter when he or she leaves the service
and accepts his or her contributions, shall be that portion
of the total earned income of the fund which is directly
attributable to each individual firefighter’s contributions.
Earnings of the fund for the preceding year attributable
to individual contributions shall be allocated to individual
firefighters’ accounts as of January 1st of each year.

(8) “Board” shall mean the municipal firefighters’ pension
board.

(9) “Contributions” shall mean and include all sums
deducted from the salary of firefighters and paid into the
fund as hereinafter provided.

(10) “Disability” shall mean and include injuries or
sickness sustained by a firefighter.

(11) “Fire department” shall mean the regularly organized,
full time, paid, and employed force of firefighters of the
municipality.

(12) “Fund” shall have the same meaning as in RCW
41.16.010 as now or hereafter amended. Such fund shall
be created in the manner and be subject to the provisions
specified in chapter 41.16 RCW as now or hereafter amended.

(13) “Municipality” shall mean every city, town and fire
protection district having a regularly organized full time,
paid, fire department employing firefighters.

(14) “Performance of duty” shall mean the performance
of work or labor regularly required of firefighters and shall
include services of an emergency nature normally rendered
while off regular duty.

NEW SECTION. Sec.91 A new section is added to
chapter 41.20 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
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domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.92 A new section is added to
chapter 41.24 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.93 A new section is added to
chapter 41.26 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 94 A new section is added to
chapter 41.28 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 95 A new section is added to
chapter 41.32 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state

registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.96 A new section is added to
chapter 41.34 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.97 A new section is added to
chapter 41.35 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.98 A new section is added to
chapter 41.37 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec.99 A new section is added to
chapter 41.40 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 100 A new section is added to
chapter 41.44 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally



to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 101 A new section is added to
chapter 41.50 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 102 A new section is added to
chapter 41.54 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 103 A new section is added to
chapter 41.68 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 104 A new section is added to
chapter 42.23 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does

Referendum Measure 71 35

not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 105 A new section is added to
chapter 42.52 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 106 A new section is added to
chapter 43.20B RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 107 A new section is added to
chapter 43.43 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 108 A new section is added to
chapter 43.56 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 109 A new section is added to
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chapter 43.180 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 110 A new section is added to
chapter 43.215 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 111 A new section is added to
chapter 43.235 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 112 A new section is added to
chapter 46.04 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this title, the terms spouse, marriage,
marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and
family shall be interpreted as applying equally to state
registered domestic partnerships or individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 113 A new section is added to
chapter 48.17 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital

relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does

not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 114 A new section is added to
chapter 48.18 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 115 A new section is added to
chapter 48.20 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 116 A new section is added to
chapter 48.21 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 117 A new section is added to
chapter 48.21A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife



used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 118 A new section is added to
chapter 48.22 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 119 A new section is added to
chapter 48.23 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 120 A new section is added to
chapter 48.24 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 121 A new section is added to
chapter 48.25 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 122 A new section is added to
chapter 48.29 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
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marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next

of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally

to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 123 A new section is added to
chapter 48.30 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 124 A new section is added to
chapter 48.41 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 125 A new section is added to
chapter 48.43 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 126 A new section is added to
chapter 48.44 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
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domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 127 A new section is added to
chapter 48.46 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 128 A new section is added to
chapter 48.66 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 129 A new section is added to
chapter 48.76 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 130 A new section is added to
chapter 49.12 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state

registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 131 A new section is added to
chapter 49.48 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 132 A new section is added to
chapter 49.74 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 133 A new section is added to
chapter 49.77 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 134 A new section is added to
chapter 49.78 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 135 RCW 49.78.020 and 2006 ¢ 59 s 2 are each
amended to read as follows:

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the
definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) “Child” means a biological, adopted, or foster child,



a stepchild, a legal ward, or a child of a person standing in
loco parentis, who is: (a) Under eighteen years of age; or
(b) eighteen years of age or older and incapable of self-care
because of a mental or physical disability.

(2) “Department” means the department of labor and
industries.

(3) “Director” means the director of the department.

(4)(a) “Employee” means a person who has been
employed: (i) For at least twelve months by the employer
with respect to whom leave is requested under RCW
49.78.220; and (ii) for at least one thousand two hundred
fifty hours of service with the employer during the previous
twelve-month period.

(b) “Employee” does not mean a person who is employed
at a worksite at which the employer as defined in (a) of this
subsection employs less than fifty employees if the total
number of employees employed by that employer within
seventy-five miles of that worksite is less than fifty.

(5) “Employer” means: (a) Any person, firm, corporation,
partnership, business trust, legal representative, or other
business entity which engages in any business, industry,
profession, or activity in this state and includes any unit of
local government including, but not limited to, a county, city,
town, municipal corporation, quasi-municipal corporation, or
political subdivision, which employs fifty or more employees
for each working day during each of twenty or more calendar
workweeks in the current or preceding calendar year; (b)
the state, state institutions, and state agencies; and (c) any
unit of local government including, but not limited to, a
county, city, town, municipal corporation, quasi-municipal
corporation, or political subdivision.

(6) “Employment benefits” means all benefits provided
or made available to employees by an employer, including
group life insurance, health insurance, disability insurance,
sick leave, annual leave, educational benefits, and pensions
except benefits that are provided by a practice or written
policy of an employer or through an employee benefit plan
as defined in 29 U.S.C. Sec. 1002(3).

(7) “Family member” means a child, parent, ((er)) spouse,
or state registered domestic partner of an employee.

(8) “Health care provider” means: (a) A person licensed
as a physician under chapter 18.71 RCW or an osteopathic
physician and surgeon under chapter 18.57 RCW; (b) a
person licensed as an advanced registered nurse practitioner
under chapter 18.79 RCW, or (c) any other person determined
by the director to be capable of providing health care
services.

(9) “Intermittent leave” is leave taken in separate blocks of
time due to a single qualifying reason.

(10) “Leave for a family member’s serious health
condition” means leave as described in RCW 49.78.220(1)(c).

(11) “Leave for the birth or placement of a child” means
leave as described in RCW 49.78.220(1) (a) or (b).

(12) “Leave for the employee’s serious health condition”
means leave as described in RCW 49.78.220(1)(d).

(13) “Parent” means the biological or adoptive parent of
an employee or an individual who stood in loco parentis to
an employee when the employee was a child.

(14) “Period of incapacity” means an inability to work,
attend school, or perform other regular daily activities
because of the serious health condition, treatment of that
condition or recovery from it, or subsequent treatment in
connection with such inpatient care.

(15) “Reduced leave schedule” means a leave schedule
that reduces the usual number of hours per workweek, or
hours per workday, of an employee.

(16)(a) “Serious health condition” means an illness, injury,
impairment, or physical or mental condition that involves:

Referendum Measure 71 39

(i) Inpatient care in a hospital, hospice, or residential
medical care facility, including any period of incapacity; or

(ii) Continuing treatment by a health care provider. A
serious health condition involving continuing treatment
by a health care provider includes any one or more of the
following:

(A) A period of incapacity of more than three consecutive
calendar days, and any subsequent treatment or period of
incapacity relating to the same condition, that also involves:

(I) Treatment two or more times by a health care provider,
by a nurse or physician’s assistant under direct supervision
of a health care provider, or by a provider of health care
services under orders of, or on referral by, a health care
provider; or

(Il) Treatment by a health care provider on at least one
occasion which results in a regimen of continuing treatment
under the supervision of the health care provider;

(B) Any period of incapacity due to pregnancy, or for
prenatal care;

(C) Any period of incapacity or treatment for such
incapacity due to a chronic serious health condition. A
chronic serious health condition is one which:

() Requires periodic visits for treatment by a health care
provider, or by a nurse or physician’s assistant under direct
supervision of a health care provider;

(Il) Continues over an extended period of time, including
recurring episodes of a single underlying condition; and

(Il1) May cause episodic rather than a continuing period of
incapacity;

(D) A period of incapacity which is permanent or long-
term due to a condition for which treatment may not be
effective. The employee or family member must be under the
continuing supervision of, but need not be receiving active
treatment by, a health care provider; or

(E) Any period of absence to receive multiple treatments,
including any period of recovery from the treatments, by a
health care provider or by a provider of health care services
under orders of, or on referral by, a health care provider,
either for restorative surgery after an accident or other
injury, or for a condition that would likely result in a period
of incapacity of more than three consecutive calendar days
in the absence of medical intervention or treatment, such as
cancer, severe arthritis, or kidney disease.

(b) Treatment for purposes of (a) of this subsection
includes, but is not limited to, examinations to determine
if a serious health condition exists and evaluations of the
condition. Treatment does not include routine physical
examinations, eye examinations, or dental examinations.
Under (a)(ii)(A)(ll) of this subsection, a regimen of continuing
treatment includes, but is not limited to, a course of
prescription medication or therapy requiring special
equipment to resolve or alleviate the health condition. A
regimen of continuing treatment that includes taking over-
the-counter medications, such as aspirin, antihistamines,
or salves, or bed-rest, drinking fluids, exercise, and other
similar activities that can be initiated without a visit to a
health care provider, is not, by itself, sufficient to constitute a
regimen of continuing treatment for purposes of this chapter.

(c) Conditions for which cosmetic treatments are
administered are not “serious health conditions” unless
inpatient hospital care is required or unless complications
develop. Unless complications arise, the common cold, the
flu, ear aches, upset stomach, minor ulcers, headaches other
than migraine, routine dental or orthodontia problems, and
periodontal disease are examples of conditions that do not
meet the definition of a “serious health condition” and do
not qualify for leave under this chapter. Restorative dental
or plastic surgery after an injury or removal of cancerous
growths are serious health conditions provided all the other
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conditions of this section are met. Mental iliness resulting
from stress or allergies may be serious health conditions
provided all the other conditions of this section are met.

(d) Substance abuse may be a serious health condition
if the conditions of this section are met. However, leave
may only be taken for treatment for substance abuse by a
health care provider or by a provider of health care services
upon referral by a health care provider. Absence from work
because of the employee’s use of the substance, rather than
for treatment, does not qualify for leave under this chapter.

(e) Absences attributable to incapacity under (a)(ii)(B) or
(C) of this subsection qualify for leave under this chapter
even though the employee or the immediate family member
does not receive treatment from a health care provider
during the absence, and even if the absence does not last
more than three days.

(17) “Spouse” means a husband or wife, as the case may
be, or state registered domestic partner.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 136 A new section is added to
chapter 49.86 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 137 A new section is added to
chapter 50.04 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this title, the terms spouse, marriage,
marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and
family shall be interpreted as applying equally to state
registered domestic partnerships or individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 138 A new section is added to
chapter 51.08 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this title, the terms spouse, marriage,
marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and
family shall be interpreted as applying equally to state
registered domestic partnerships or individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 139 A new section is added to
chapter 59.18 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next

of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally

to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 140 A new section is added to
chapter 59.20 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 141 A new section is added to
chapter 59.21 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 142 A new section is added to
chapter 59.22 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 143 A new section is added to
chapter 62A.1 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this title, the terms spouse, marriage,
marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and
family shall be interpreted as applying equally to state
registered domestic partnerships or individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,



or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 144 A new section is added to
chapter 65.12 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 145 RCW 65.12.035 and 1907 ¢ 250 s 7 are each
amended to read as follows:

The form of application may, with appropriate changes, be
substantially as follows:
FORM OF APPLICATION FOR INITIAL REGISTRATION OF
TITLETO LAND

State of Washington

Countyof............ .}
In the superior court of the state of Washington in and for. ..
...county.

In the matter of the
applicationof.........
to register the title
to the land hereinafter
described }  PETITION
To the Honorable . . . ... , judge of said court: | hereby make
application to have registered the title to the land hereinafter
described, and do solemnly swear that the answers to the
questions herewith, and the statements herein contained, are
true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.
First. Name of applicant, . ... .. ,age, ....years.
Residence, ........... (number and street, if any). Married
to or in a state registered domestic partnership with . . ...
(name of husband ((er)), wife, or state registered domestic
partner).
Second. Applications made by . ... .. ,actingas......
..... (owner, agent or attorney). Residence, . ..........
(number, street).

estate or interest thereinis...... and...... subject to
homestead.
Fourth.Thelandis...... occupied by ...........

(names of occupants), whose addressis...........
(number street and town or city). The estate, interest or claim
of occupantis. ... e e

Fifth. Liens and incumbrances ontheland...... Name of
holder or owner thereofis.... .. Whose post office address
1St Amount of claim, $. . . . Recorded, Book. .. .,
page. ..., of the records of said county.

Sixth. Other persons, firm or corporation having or
claiming any estate, interest or claim in law or equity, in
possession, remainder, reversion or expectancy in said land

Referendum Measure 71 41

are...... whose addressesare........... respectively.
Character of estate, interestorclaimis...................

Seventh. Other facts connected with said land and
appropriate to be considered in this registration proceeding
F=1 =

Eighth.Therefore, the applicant prays this honorable court
to find or declare the title or interest of the applicant in said
land and decree the same, and order the registrar of titles to
register the same and to grant such other and further relief
as may be proper in the premises.

(Applicant’s signature)

By...... , agent, attorney, administrator or guardian.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this....dayof...... ,
A.D.19...

Notary Public in and for the state
of Washington, residing at......

NEW SECTION. Sec. 146 A new section is added to
chapter 66.24 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 147 A new section is added to
chapter 67.70 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 148 A new section is added to
chapter 68.04 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this title, the terms spouse, marriage,
marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and
family shall be interpreted as applying equally to state
registered domestic partnerships or individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 149 A new section is added to
chapter 70.02 RCW to read as follows:
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For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 150 A new section is added to
chapter 70.24 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 151 A new section is added to
chapter 70.47 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 152 A new section is added to
chapter 70.47A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 153 A new section is added to
chapter 70.58 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to

dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does

not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 154 A new section is added to
chapter 70.122 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 155 A new section is added to
chapter 70.128 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 156 A new section is added to
chapter 70.190 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 157 A new section is added to
chapter 71.05 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed



to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 158 RCW 71.05.425 and 2008 ¢ 213 s 10 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1)(a) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section,
at the earliest possible date, and in no event later than thirty
days before conditional release, final release, authorized
leave under RCW 71.05.325(2), or transfer to a facility other
than a state mental hospital, the superintendent shall send
written notice of conditional release, release, authorized
leave, or transfer of a person committed under RCW
71.05.280(3) or 71.05.320(3)(c) following dismissal of a sex,
violent, or felony harassment offense pursuant to RCW
10.77.086(4) to the following:

(i) The chief of police of the city, if any, in which the person
will reside; and

(ii) The sheriff of the county in which the person will
reside.

(b) The same notice as required by (a) of this subsection
shall be sent to the following, if such notice has been
requested in writing about a specific person committed
under RCW 71.05.280(3) or 71.05.320(3)(c) following dismissal
of a sex, violent, or felony harassment offense pursuant to
RCW 10.77.086(4):

(i) The victim of the sex, violent, or felony harassment
offense that was dismissed pursuant to RCW 10.77.086(4)
preceding commitment under RCW 71.05.280(3) or
71.05.320(3)(c) or the victim’s next of kin if the crime was a
homicide;

(ii) Any witnesses who testified against the person in any
court proceedings; and

(iii) Any person specified in writing by the prosecuting
attorney.

Information regarding victims, next of kin, or witnesses
requesting the notice, information regarding any other
person specified in writing by the prosecuting attorney to
receive the notice, and the notice are confidential and shall
not be available to the person committed under this chapter.

(c) The thirty-day notice requirements contained in this
subsection shall not apply to emergency medical transfers.

(d) The existence of the notice requirements in this
subsection will not require any extension of the release date
in the event the release plan changes after notification.

(2) If a person committed under RCW 71.05.280(3) or
71.05.320(3)(c) following dismissal of a sex, violent, or felony
harassment offense pursuant to RCW 10.77.086(4) escapes,
the superintendent shall immediately notify, by the most
reasonable and expedient means available, the chief of
police of the city and the sheriff of the county in which the
person resided immediately before the person’s arrest. If
previously requested, the superintendent shall also notify
the witnesses and the victim of the sex, violent, or felony
harassment offense that was dismissed pursuant to RCW
10.77.086(4) preceding commitment under RCW 71.05.280(3)
or 71.05.320(3) or the victim’s next of kin if the crime was
a homicide. In addition, the secretary shall also notify
appropriate parties pursuant to RCW 71.05.390(18). If the
person is recaptured, the superintendent shall send notice
to the persons designated in this subsection as soon as
possible but in no event later than two working days after the
department learns of such recapture.

(3) If the victim, the victim’s next of kin, or any witness is
under the age of sixteen, the notice required by this section
shall be sent to the parent or legal guardian of the child.

(4) The superintendent shall send the notices required by
this chapter to the last address provided to the department
by the requesting party. The requesting party shall furnish the
department with a current address.
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(5) For purposes of this section the following terms have
the following meanings:

(a) “Violent offense” means a violent offense under RCW
9.94A.030;

(b) “Sex offense” means a sex offense under RCW
9.94A.030;

(c) “Next of kin” means a person’s spouse, state
registered domestic partner, parents, siblings, and children;

(d) “Felony harassment offense” means a crime of
harassment as defined in RCW 9A.46.060 that is a felony.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 159 A new section is added to
chapter 71.09 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 160 A new section is added to
chapter 71.12 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 161 A new section is added to
chapter 71.32 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 162 A new section is added to
chapter 71A.20 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
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not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 163 A new section is added to
chapter 72.01 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 164 A new section is added to
chapter 72.09 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 165 RCW 72.09.015 and 2008 ¢ 231 s 47 are each
amended to read as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this
chapter.

(1) “Adult basic education” means education or instruction
designed to achieve general competence of skills in reading,
writing, and oral communication, including English as a
second language and preparation and testing services for
obtaining a high school diploma or a general equivalency
diploma.

(2) “Base level of correctional services” means the
minimum level of field services the department of corrections
is required by statute to provide for the supervision and
monitoring of offenders.

(3) “Community custody” has the same meaning as that
provided in RCW 9.94A.030 and also includes community
placement and community supervision as defined in RCW
9.94B.020.

(4) “Contraband” means any object or communication the
secretary determines shall not be allowed to be: (a) Brought
into; (b) possessed while on the grounds of; or (c) sent from
any institution under the control of the secretary.

(5) “County” means a county or combination of counties.

(6) “Department” means the department of corrections.

(7) “Earned early release” means earned release as
authorized by RCW 9.94A.728.

(8) “Evidence-based” means a program or practice
that has had multiple-site random controlled trials across
heterogeneous populations demonstrating that the program
or practice is effective in reducing recidivism for the
population.

(9) “Extended family visit” means an authorized visit
between an inmate and a member of his or her immediate
family that occurs in a private visiting unit located at the
correctional facility where the inmate is confined.

(10) “Good conduct” means compliance with department
rules and policies.

(11) “Good performance” means successful completion
of a program required by the department, including an
education, work, or other program.

(12) “Immediate family” means the inmate’s children,
stepchildren, grandchildren, great grandchildren, parents,
stepparents, grandparents, great grandparents, siblings,
and a person legally married to or in a state registered
domestic partnership with an inmate. “Immediate family”
does not include an inmate adopted by another inmate or the
immediate family of the adopted or adopting inmate.

(13) “Indigent inmate,” “indigent,” and “indigency”
mean an inmate who has less than a ten-dollar balance of
disposable income in his or her institutional account on the
day a request is made to utilize funds and during the thirty

days previous to the request.

(14) “Individual reentry plan” means the plan to prepare
an offender for release into the community. It should be
developed collaboratively between the department and
the offender and based on an assessment of the offender
using a standardized and comprehensive tool to identify
the offender’s risks and needs. The individual reentry plan
describes actions that should occur to prepare individual
offenders for release from prison or jail, specifies the
supervision and services they will experience in the
community, and describes an offender’s eventual discharge
to aftercare upon successful completion of supervision. An
individual reentry plan is updated throughout the period of
an offender’s incarceration and supervision to be relevant to
the offender’s current needs and risks.

(15) “Inmate” means a person committed to the custody
of the department, including but not limited to persons
residing in a correctional institution or facility and persons
released from such facility on furlough, work release, or
community custody, and persons received from another
state, state agency, county, or federal jurisdiction.

(16) “Privilege” means any goods or services, education
or work programs, or earned early release days, the receipt
of which are directly linked to an inmate’s (a) good conduct;
and (b) good performance. Privileges do not include any
goods or services the department is required to provide
under the state or federal Constitution or under state or
federal law.

(17) “Promising practice” means a practice that presents,
based on preliminary information, potential for becoming a
research-based or consensus-based practice.

(18) “Research-based” means a program or practice that
has some research demonstrating effectiveness, but that
does not yet meet the standard of evidence-based practices.

(19) “Secretary” means the secretary of corrections or his
or her designee.

(20) “Significant expansion” includes any expansion into a
new product line or service to the class | business that results
from an increase in benefits provided by the department,
including a decrease in labor costs, rent, or utility rates (for
water, sewer, electricity, and disposal), an increase in work
program space, tax advantages, or other overhead costs.

(21) “Superintendent” means the superintendent of a
correctional facility under the jurisdiction of the Washington
state department of corrections, or his or her designee.

(22) “Unfair competition” means any net competitive
advantage that a business may acquire as a result of a
correctional industries contract, including labor costs,
rent, tax advantages, utility rates (water, sewer, electricity,




and disposal), and other overhead costs. To determine net
competitive advantage, the correctional industries board
shall review and quantify any expenses unique to operating
a for-profit business inside a prison.

(23) “Vocational training” or “vocational education”
means “vocational education” as defined in RCW 72.62.020.

(24) “Washington business” means an in-state
manufacturer or service provider subject to chapter 82.04
RCW existing on June 10, 2004.

(25) “Work programs” means all classes of correctional
industries jobs authorized under RCW 72.09.100.

Sec. 166 RCW 72.09.712 and 2008 ¢ 231 s 27 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) At the earliest possible date, and in no event later
than thirty days before release except in the event of escape
or emergency furloughs as defined in RCW 72.66.010, the
department of corrections shall send written notice of parole,
release, community custody, work release placement,
furlough, or escape about a specific inmate convicted of a
violent offense, a sex offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030,
or a felony harassment offense as defined by RCW 9A.46.060
or 9A.46.110, to the following:

(a) The chief of police of the city, if any, in which the
inmate will reside or in which placement will be made in a
work release program; and

(b) The sheriff of the county in which the inmate will
reside or in which placement will be made in a work release
program.

The sheriff of the county where the offender was convicted
shall be notified if the department does not know where the
offender will reside. The department shall notify the state
patrol of the release of all sex offenders, and that information
shall be placed in the Washington crime information center
for dissemination to all law enforcement.

(2) The same notice as required by subsection (1) of this
section shall be sent to the following if such notice has been
requested in writing about a specific inmate convicted of a
violent offense, a sex offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030,
or a felony harassment offense as defined by RCW 9A.46.060
or 9A.46.110:

(a) The victim of the crime for which the inmate was
convicted or the victim’s next of kin if the crime was a
homicide;

(b) Any witnesses who testified against the inmate in any
court proceedings involving the violent offense;

(c) Any person specified in writing by the prosecuting
attorney; and

(d) Any person who requests such notice about a specific
inmate convicted of a sex offense as defined by RCW
9.94A.030 from the department of corrections at least sixty
days prior to the expected release date of the offender.

Information regarding victims, next of kin, or witnesses
requesting the notice, information regarding any other
person specified in writing by the prosecuting attorney to
receive the notice, and the notice are confidential and shall
not be available to the inmate. Whenever the department
of corrections mails notice pursuant to this subsection and
the notice is returned as undeliverable, the department shall
attempt alternative methods of notification, including a
telephone call to the person’s last known telephone number.

(3) The existence of the notice requirements contained in
subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall not require an
extension of the release date in the event that the release
plan changes after notification.

(4) If an inmate convicted of a violent offense, a sex
offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030, or a felony harassment
offense as defined by RCW 9A.46.060 or 9A.46.110, escapes
from a correctional facility, the department of corrections
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shall immediately notify, by the most reasonable and
expedient means available, the chief of police of the city
and the sheriff of the county in which the inmate resided
immediately before the inmate’s arrest and conviction. If
previously requested, the department shall also notify the
witnesses and the victim of the crime for which the inmate
was convicted or the victim'’s next of kin if the crime was a
homicide. If the inmate is recaptured, the department shall
send notice to the persons designated in this subsection as
soon as possible but in no event later than two working days
after the department learns of such recapture.

(5) If the victim, the victim’s next of kin, or any witness is
under the age of sixteen, the notice required by this section
shall be sent to the parents or legal guardian of the child.

(6) The department of corrections shall send the notices
required by this chapter to the last address provided to the
department by the requesting party. The requesting party
shall furnish the department with a current address.

(7) The department of corrections shall keep, for a
minimum of two years following the release of an inmate,
the following:

(a) A document signed by an individual as proof that that
person is registered in the victim or witness notification
program; and

(b) A receipt showing that an individual registered in the
victim or witness notification program was mailed a notice,
at the individual'’s last known address, upon the release or
movement of an inmate.

(8) For purposes of this section the following terms have
the following meanings:

(a) “Violent offense” means a violent offense under RCW
9.94A.030;

(b) “Next of kin” means a person’s spouse, state
registered domestic partner, parents, siblings and children.

(9) Nothing in this section shall impose any liability upon
a chief of police of a city or sheriff of a county for failing to
request in writing a notice as provided in subsection (1) of
this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 167 A new section is added to
chapter 72.23 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 168 A new section is added to
chapter 72.36 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
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registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 169 RCW 72.36.115 and 2007 ¢ 43 s 2 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) The department shall establish and maintain in this
state an eastern Washington state veterans’ cemetery.

(2) All honorably discharged veterans, as defined by RCW
41.04.007, and their spouses or state registered domestic
partners are eligible for interment in the eastern Washington
state veterans’ cemetery.

(3) The department shall collect all federal veterans’ burial
benefits and other available state or county resources.

(4) The department shall adopt rules defining the services
available, eligibility, fees, and the general operations
associated with the eastern Washington state veterans’
cemetery.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 170 A new section is added to
chapter 72.64 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 171 A new section is added to
chapter 72.66 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 172 A new section is added to
chapter 73.16 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 173 A new section is added to
chapter 74.04 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in

state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does

not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 174 A new section is added to
chapter 74.08A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 175 A new section is added to
chapter 74.09 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 176 A new section is added to
chapter 74.09A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 177 A new section is added to
chapter 74.13 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement



this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships. Nothing in this act shall
be construed as creating or requiring the creation of any
medical assistance program, as that term is defined in RCW
74.09.010, for state registered domestic partners that is
analogous to federal medical assistance programs extended
to married persons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 178 A new section is added to
chapter 74.15 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships. Nothing in this act shall
be construed as creating or requiring the creation of any
medical assistance program, as that term is defined in RCW
74.09.010, for state registered domestic partners that is
analogous to federal medical assistance programs extended
to married persons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 179 A new section is added to
chapter 74.20 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 180 A new section is added to
chapter 74.20A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 181 A new section is added to
chapter 74.34 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
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dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does

not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 182 A new section is added to
chapter 74.41 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 183 A new section is added to
chapter 77.08 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this title, the terms spouse, marriage,
marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and
family shall be interpreted as applying equally to state
registered domestic partnerships or individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 184 RCW 77.36.010 and 1996 c 54 s 2 are each
amended to read as follows:

Unless otherwise specified, the following definitions apply
throughout this chapter:

(1) “Crop” means a commercially raised horticultural and/
or agricultural product and includes growing or harvested
product but does not include livestock. For the purposes of
this chapter all parts of horticultural trees shall be considered
a crop and shall be eligible for claims.

(2) “Emergency” means an unforeseen circumstance
beyond the control of the landowner or tenant that presents
a real and immediate threat to crops, domestic animals, or
fowl.

(3) “Immediate family member” means spouse, state
registered domestic partner, brother, sister, grandparent,
parent, child, or grandchild.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 185 A new section is added to
chapter 79A.05 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
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to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 186 A new section is added to
chapter 80.28 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 187 A new section is added to
chapter 81.28 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 188 A new section is added to
chapter 81.80 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 189 A new section is added to
chapter 82.08 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 190 A new section is added to
chapter 83.100 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next

of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally

to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender- specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 191 RCW 83.100.046 and 2005 ¢ 514 s 1201 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1) For the purposes of determining the Washington
taxable estate, a deduction is allowed from the federal
taxable estate for:

(a) The value of qualified real property reduced by any
amounts allowable as a deduction in respect of the qualified
real property and tangible personal property under section
2053(a)(4) of the internal revenue code, if the decedent was
at the time of his or her death a citizen or resident of the
United States.

(b) The value of any tangible personal property used by
the decedent or a member of the decedent’s family for a
qualified use on the date of the decedent’s death, reduced
by any amounts allowable as a deduction in respect of
the tangible personal property under section 2053(a)(4)
of the internal revenue code, if all of the requirements
of subsection (10)(f)(i)(A) of this section are met and the
decedent was at the time of his or her death a citizen or
resident of the United States.

(c) The value of real property that is not deductible under
(a) of this subsection solely by reason of subsection (10)
(f)(i)(B) of this section, reduced by any amounts allowable
as a deduction in respect of the qualified real property and
tangible personal property under section 2053(a)(4) of the
internal revenue code, if the requirements of subsection (10)
(f)(i)(C) of this section are met with respect to the property
and the decedent was at the time of his or her death a citizen
or resident of the United States.

(2) Property shall be considered to have been acquired
from or to have passed from the decedent if:

(a) The property is so considered under section 1014(b) of
the Internal Revenue Code;

(b) The property is acquired by any person from the estate;
or

(c) The property is acquired by any person from a trust, to
the extent the property is includible in the gross estate of the
decedent.

(3) If the decedent and the decedent’s surviving spouse at
any time held qualified real property as community property,
the interest of the surviving spouse in the property shall be
taken into account under this section to the extent necessary
to provide a result under this section with respect to the
property which is consistent with the result which would
have obtained under this section if the property had not been
community property.

(4) In the case of any qualified woodland, the value
of trees growing on the woodland may be deducted if
otherwise qualified under this section.

(5) If property is qualified real property with respect to a
decedent, hereinafter in this subsection referred to as the
“first decedent,” and the property was acquired from or
passed from the first decedent to the surviving spouse of
the first decedent, active management of the farm by the
surviving spouse shall be treated as material participation by
the surviving spouse in the operation of the farm.

(6) Property owned indirectly by the decedent may



qualify for a deduction under this section if owned through
an interest in a corporation, partnership, or trust as the
terms corporation, partnership, or trust are used in section
2032A(g) of the Internal Revenue Code. In order to qualify for
a deduction under this subsection, the interest, in addition to
meeting the other tests for qualification under this section,
must qualify under section 6166(b)(1) of the Internal Revenue
Code as an interest in a closely held business on the date of
the decedent’s death and for sufficient other time, combined
with periods of direct ownership, to equal at least five years
of the eight-year period preceding the death.

(7)(a) If, on the date of the decedent’s death, the
requirements of subsection (10)(f)(i)(C)(Il) of this section with
respect to the decedent for any property are not met, and the
decedent (i) was receiving old age benefits underTitle Il of
the social security act for a continuous period ending on such
date, or (ii) was disabled for a continuous period ending on
this date, then subsection (10)(f)(i)(C)(ll) of this section shall
be applied with respect to the property by substituting “the
date on which the longer of such continuous periods began”
for “the date of the decedent’s death” in subsection (10)(f)(i)
(C) of this section.

(b) For the purposes of (a) of this subsection, an individual
shall be disabled if the individual has a mental or physical
impairment which renders that individual unable to
materially participate in the operation of the farm.

(8) Property may be deducted under this section whether
or not special valuation is elected under section 2032A of
the Internal Revenue Code on the federal return. For the
purposes of determining the deduction under this section,
the value of property is its value as used to determine the
value of the gross estate.

(9)(a) In the case of any qualified replacement property,
any period during which there was ownership, qualified
use, or material participation with respect to the replaced
property by the decedent or any member of the decedent’s
family shall be treated as a period during which there was
ownership, use, or material participation, as the case may be,
with respect to the qualified replacement property.

(b) Subsection (9)(a) of this section shall not apply to the
extent that the fair market value of the qualified replacement
property, as of the date of its acquisition, exceeds the fair
market value of the replaced property, as of the date of its
disposition.

(c) For the purposes of this subsection (9), the following
definitions apply:

(i) “Qualified replacement property” means any real
property:

(A) Which is acquired in an exchange which qualifies
under section 1031 of the Internal Revenue Code; or

(B) The acquisition of which results in the nonrecognition
of gain under section 1033 of the Internal Revenue Code.

The term “qualified replacement property” only includes
property which is used for the same qualified use as the
replaced property was being used before the exchange.

(ii) “Replaced property” means the property was:

(A) Transferred in the exchange which qualifies under
section 1031 of the Internal Revenue Code; or

(B) Compulsorily or involuntarily converted within the
meaning of section 1033 of the Internal Revenue Code.

(10) For the purposes of this section, the following
definitions apply:

(a) “Active management” means the making of the
management decisions of a farm, other than the daily
operating decisions.

(b) “Farm” includes stock, dairy, poultry, fruit, furbearing
animal, and truck farms; plantations; ranches; nurseries;
ranges; greenhouses or other similar structures used
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primarily for the raising of agricultural or horticultural
commodities; and orchards and woodlands.

(c) “Farming purposes” means:

(i) Cultivating the soil or raising or harvesting any
agricultural or horticultural commodity, including the raising,
shearing, feeding, caring for, training, and management of
animals on a farm;

(ii) Handling, drying, packing, grading, or storing on
a farm any agricultural or horticultural commodity in its
unmanufactured state, but only if the owner, tenant, or
operator of the farm regularly produces more than one-half
of the commodity so treated; and

(iii)(A) The planting, cultivating, caring for, or cutting of
trees; or

(B)The preparation, other than milling, of trees for market.

(d) “Member of the family” means, with respect to any
individual, only:

(i) An ancestor of the individual;

(ii) The spouse or state registered domestic partner of the
individual;

(iii) A lineal descendant of the individual, of the
individual’s spouse or state registered domestic partner, or of
a parent of the individual; or

(iv) The spouse or state registered domestic partner of any
lineal descendant described in (d)(iii) of this subsection.

For the purposes of this subsection (10)(d), a legally
adopted child of an individual shall be treated as the child of
such individual by blood.

(e) “Qualified heir” means, with respect to any property, a
member of the decedent’s family who acquired property, or
to whom property passed, from the decedent.

(f)(i) “Qualified real property” means real property
which was acquired from or passed from the decedent to a
qualified heir of the decedent and which, on the date of the
decedent’s death, was being used for a qualified use by the
decedent or a member of the decedent’s family, but only if:

(A) Fifty percent or more of the adjusted value of the
gross estate consists of the adjusted value of real or personal
property which:

(I) On the date of the decedent’s death, was being used
for a qualified use by the decedent or a member of the
decedent’s family; and

(Il) Was acquired from or passed from the decedent to a
qualified heir of the decedent;

(B) Twenty-five percent or more of the adjusted value
of the gross estate consists of the adjusted value of real
property which meets the requirements of (f)(i)(A)(ll) and (f)(i)
(C) of this subsection; and

(C) During the eight-year period ending on the date of the
decedent’s death there have been periods aggregating five
years or more during which:

(I) The real property was owned by the decedent or a
member of the decedent’s family and used for a qualified use
by the decedent or a member of the decedent’s family; and

(Il) There was material participation by the decedent or
a member of the decedent’s family in the operation of the
farm. For the purposes of this subsection (f)(i)(C)(ll), material
participation shall be determined in a manner similar to
the manner used for purposes of section 1402(a)(1) of the
Internal Revenue Code.

(ii) For the purposes of this subsection, the term “adjusted
value” means:

(A) In the case of the gross estate, the value of the gross
estate, determined without regard to any special valuation
under section 2032A of the Internal Revenue Code, reduced
by any amounts allowable as a deduction under section
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2053(a)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code; or

(B) In the case of any real or personal property, the value
of the property for purposes of chapter 11 of the Internal
Revenue Code, determined without regard to any special
valuation under section 2032A of the Internal Revenue Code,
reduced by any amounts allowable as a deduction in respect
of such property under section 2053(a)(4) of the Internal
Revenue Code.

(g) “Qualified use” means the property is used as a
farm for farming purposes. In the case of real property
which meets the requirements of (f)(i)(C) of this subsection,
residential buildings and related improvements on the real
property occupied on a regular basis by the owner or lessee
of the real property or by persons employed by the owner
or lessee for the purpose of operating or maintaining the
real property, and roads, buildings, and other structures and
improvements functionally related to the qualified use shall
be treated as real property devoted to the qualified use. For
tangible personal property eligible for a deduction under
subsection (1)(b) of this section, “qualified use” means the
property is used primarily for farming purposes on a farm.

(h) “Qualified woodland” means any real property which:
(i) Is used in timber operations; and

(ii) Is an identifiable area of land such as an acre or
other area for which records are normally maintained in
conducting timber operations.

(i) “Timber operations” means:

(i) The planting, cultivating, caring for, or cutting of trees;
or

(ii) The preparation, other than milling, of trees for market.

Sec. 192 RCW 83.100.047 and 2005 ¢ 516 s 13 are each
amended to read as follows:

(1)(a) If the federal taxable estate on the federal return
is determined by making an election under section 2056 or
2056A of the Internal Revenue Code, or if no federal return
is required to be filed, the department may provide by rule
for a separate election on the Washington return, consistent
with section 2056 or 2056A of the Internal Revenue Code
and (b) of this subsection, for the purpose of determining
the amount of tax due under this chapter. The election shall
be binding on the estate and the beneficiaries, consistent
with the Internal Revenue Code and (b) of this subsection. All
other elections or valuations on the Washington return shall
be made in a manner consistent with the federal return, if a
federal return is required, and such rules as the department
may provide.

(b)The department shall provide by rule that a state
registered domestic partner is deemed to be a surviving
spouse and entitled to a deduction from the Washington
taxable estate for any interest passing from the decedent
to his or her domestic partner, consistent with section 2056
or 2056A of the Internal Revenue Code but regardless of
whether such interest would be deductible from the federal
gross estate under section 2056 or 2056A of the Internal
Revenue Code.

(2) Amounts deducted for federal income tax purposes
under section 642(g) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986((;))
shall not be allowed as deductions in computing the amount
of tax due under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 193 A new section is added to
chapter 83.110A RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,

or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 194 A new section is added to
chapter 84.04 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this title, the terms spouse, marriage,
marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and
family shall be interpreted as applying equally to state
registered domestic partnerships or individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

Sec. 195 RCW 84.04.050 and 1961 ¢ 15 s 84.04.050 are
each amended to read as follows:

“Householder” shall be taken to mean and include every
person, married, in a state registered domestic partnership,
or single, who resides within the state of Washington being
the owner or holder of an estate or having a house or place
of abode, either as owner or lessee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 196 A new section is added to
chapter 85.38 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 197 A new section is added to
chapter 87.03 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 198 A new section is added to
chapter 89.12 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered




domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed

to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 199 A new section is added to
chapter 91.08 RCW to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the terms spouse,
marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, next
of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying equally
to state registered domestic partnerships or individuals in
state registered domestic partnerships as well as to marital
relationships and married persons, and references to
dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved,
or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation does
not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to implement
this act, gender-specific terms such as husband and wife
used in any statute, rule, or other law shall be construed
to be gender neutral, and applicable to individuals in state
registered domestic partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 200 The following acts or parts of
acts are each repealed:

(1) RCW 26.60.050 (Termination -- Records -- Fees) and
2008 c 6 s 1002 & 2007 ¢ 156 s 6; and

(2) RCW 26.60.055 (Termination) and 2008 ¢ 6 s 1001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 201 (1) Sections 5 through 8, 79, 87
through 103, 107, 151, 173 through 175, and 190 through 192
of this act take effect January 1, 2014.

(2) Sections 165 and 166 of this act take effect
August 1, 2009.

Voters’ Pamphlet Art Contest

Students in grades 4-5 are invited to enter the Voters'
Pamphlet Art Contest. Submit your original art by
April 16, 2010. The winning art will appear in the 2010
General Election Voters' Pamphlet.

For information and complete contest rules, visit
www.vote.wa.gov and click on “Just4 YOU.”

'Make your voice heard h

Referendum Measure 71 51

Answer the Census

The U.S. Constitution requires a
population count every 10 years,
a kind of national snapshot of
who we are as a nation.

The Census Bureau hopes for
100 percent participation in
Washington State when the
Census is conducted next spring.
Questionnaires will be mailed

in March.

Why bother?

The updated information is

very important. It is used to
distribute more than $300 billion
in federal funds fairly every

year to plan for new hospitals,
schools and other vital services.
It also helps a bipartisan citizen
redistricting commission draw
new equal-sized legislative and
congressional districts that reflect
the population growth and shifts
over the past decade.

You'll be asked to complete a
guestionnaire with a few basic
facts about the people in your
household. It's safe, easy, and
confidential.

Remember, everyone counts.

A\

CUnited States

ensus
2010
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A Century of Women Voting 1910-2010

Women's Suffrage Museum Exhibit

Women's Votes, Women's Voices

Visit the Washington Women'’s Suffrage
Centennial Exhibit, organized by the Washington
State Historical Society and the Northwest
Museum of Arts & Culture. The exhibit provides
interactive and in-depth information about the
history of women voters in Washington, and

will be exhibited through 2011 at the following
venues.

Now - January 10, 2010 July 17, 2010 -

Wenatchee Valley October 3, 2010
Museum and Cultural Museum of History
Center and Industry, Seattle
February 11, 2010 - October 30, 2010 -
June 20, 2010 June 26, 2011

Yakima Valley Museum  Northwest Museum
of Arts & Culture,
Spokane

—Rev. Mark Matthews

For more information about Women'’s Suffrage in
Washington State, visit the Washington Women'’s
History Consortium at www.washingtonwomenshistory.org .

| A Call for Q| First Votes Cast 3| Voting Rights S| Washington Becomes
| Women's Rights 2la group of south | Granted ®| a State
The first U.S. women'’s Thurston County The Washington Washington is
rights convention is held women decide to Territorial admitted to the Union
at Seneca Falls, NewYork. |test their rights Legislature on November 11.The
Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth as citizens and approves state Constitution
Cady Stanton, and others successfully women's right to maintains that women
officially call for women's vote _in a local vote. can vote in school
right to vote (also called election. elections.
“suffrage”).
3| Suffrage Fails ~ | Women Vote in e | Suffrage
| in Territorial 2| School Elections | Overturned
Legislature The Legislature Women's suffrage
Women'’s suffrage specifies that all is overturned
is regularly taxpaying resident by theTerritorial
proposed in the citizens, male or Supreme Court.
Legislature, but female, can cast
fails to pass. ballots in school
district contests.
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Noted Territorial era suffragist,
Mary Olney Brown. She and

a1 ’“ oozvu_ ) m— R her sister, Emily Olney French,
¥y - k organized the 1870 vote in

WONEN SHOULD VOTE sy wowe —— wun;zusmunvm » / Thurston County. (Photo

LincoLn saB RooseveLT By G E — provided by the Washington

State Historical Society,
www.washingtonhistory.org)

Emma Smith DeVoe, suffrage
campaign leader. (Photo
provided courtesy of the
Tacoma Public Library, #TPL-
8717 www.tpl.lib.wa.us)

May Arkwright Hutton,
suffrage campaign leader.
(Photo provided by the
Northwest Museum of Arts
& Culture/EWSHS, Spokane,
www.northwestmuseum.org)

Women putting up posters in the 1910 Washington suffrage
campaign. (Photo provided by the Washington State Historical
Society, www.washingtonhistory.org)

©| Women Win the Vote 53| Women Legislators | Washington

@ Washington’s male S| Top in Nation Q| Suffragists Re_ceive
voters approve Washington is top Medal of Merit
women'’s suffrage ranked nationally Emma Smith
by constitutional for percentage of DeVoe and May
amendment, paving women legislators Arkwright Hutton
the way for many for 12 consecutive are posthumously
Western states that years. awarded the
soon followed. Washington State

Medal of Merit.

& | Male Voters S|U.S. Women Win | Top Three are 2| Washington Celebrates
2 |Reject Women's 2| Right to Vote S| Women S| 100 Years of Women

Right to Vote The 19th Washington Voting

Voters reject An?endment becomes the

only state

a suffrage to the U.S. e

amendment Constitution \év' 0 g

passed by the grants women . overnoran

Legislature in the right to vote ng v;ometzn

1897 nationally. -9. senators.
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Will you be ready
to vote for real?

Take this quiz to see if you know
the basics about voting.

How do we pick our political leaders
in the United States?

A. We draw straws.

B. Duck, duck, goose.

C. Vote.

Why is voting important?

A. It is my right.

B. It is my responsibility.

C. It is how | make my voice heard.

What do you need to do in order
to vote?

A. Register.

B. Ask for permission.

C. Buy the forms.

How old do you need to be in order
to vote?

A. 16

B.17 %

C.18

When did women in Washington State gain
the right to vote?

A. 1883

B. 1910

C. 1920

/
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Kids can vote

in the 2009 Student
Mock Election!

It's easy!
Vote online anytime the week of October 26 - 30.

lt's free!

Go to www.vete.wa.gov and click on “Just 4 YOU" for
more information and to vote.

It's fast!
See how other Washington students voted. Results are
posted online after noon on Friday, October 30.

Teachers, download free classroom materials at
www.vote.wa.gov .

Elections Word Search

Find the 10 elections-related words in the chart below.
PIE|IR|JU|[T|A[N|G|[I|S]|]O|R
X|T|(R|[T|[PIR|T[M|A|[R|[Y|B
O[Y|O|VIM|A|Y|O|E|E|[W]E
BIU|[|T|T|OIN|[C|T|[X|[B|A|L
PIG|IT|INJL|T|S|Y|R|JA|S]|P
O|S|D|IR|JU|]T|B|V|(B|L|HI|P
RIL|IU|S|G|O|H|O|T|L|I]|A
D|S|A|E|[L|[E|[C|[T|[TI|[O|[N|S
O(WIR|[L|O(W|T|E|C|T|G|M
RIP|S|O|[T|N|A|[G|X|T|T]|A
LIT|IAIM|Y|B|E|T|O|V]|O]|I
Y| B|IPIM|A|T|S|I|G|L|N|N

Drop Box Register

Vote by Mail Ballot

Elections Auditor

Washington Primary

Signature County




County Elections Contact Information
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Adams County

210 W Broadway Ave, Ste 200
Ritzville, WA 99169-1897
Phone: (509) 659-3249
TDD/TTY: (509) 659-1122

Franklin County

PO Box 1451

Pasco, WA 99301

Phone: (509) 545-3538
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Lewis County

PO Box 29

Chehalis, WA 98532-0029
Phone: (360) 740-1278
TDD/TTY: (360) 740-1480

Snohomish County

3000 Rockefeller Ave, MS 505
Everett, WA 98201

Phone: (425) 388-3444
TDD/TTY: (425) 388-3700

Asotin County

PO Box 129

Asotin, WA 99402-0129
Phone: (509) 243-2084
TDD/TTY: (800) 855-1155

Garfield County

PO Box 278

Pomeroy, WA 99347
Phone: (509) 843-1411
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Lincoln County

PO Box 28

Davenport, WA 99122
Phone: (509) 725-4971
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Spokane County

1033 W Gardner Ave
Spokane, WA 99260
Phone: (509) 477-2320
TDD/TTY: (509) 477-2333

Benton County

PO Box 470

Prosser, WA 99350-0470
Phone: (509) 736-3085
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Grant County

PO Box 37

Ephrata, WA 98823

Phone: (509) 754-2011 ext 343
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Mason County

PO Box 400

Shelton, WA 98584

Phone: (360) 427-9670 ext 470
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Chelan County

PO Box 4760

Wenatchee, WA 98807-0400
Phone: (509) 667-6808
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Grays Harbor County

100 Broadway Ave W, Ste 2
Montesano, WA 98563
Phone: (360) 249-4232
TDD/TTY: (360) 249-6575

Okanogan County

PO Box 1010

Okanogan, WA 98840
Phone: (509) 422-7240
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Clallam County

223 E 4th St, Ste 1

Port Angeles, WA 98362
Phone: (360) 417-2221
Toll-free (866) 433-8683
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Island County

PO Box 1410

Coupeville, WA 98239
Phone: (360) 679-7366
TDD/TTY: (360) 679-7305

Pacific County

PO Box 97

South Bend, WA 98586-0097
Phone: (360) 875-9317
TDD/TTY: (360) 875-9400

Clark County

PO Box 8815

Vancouver, WA 98666-8815
Phone: (360) 397-2345
TDD/TTY: (800) 223-3131

Jefferson County

PO Box 563

Port Townsend, WA 98368
Phone: (360) 385-9119
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Pend Oreille County

PO Box 5015

Newport, WA 99156
Phone: (509) 447-6472
TDD/TTY: (509) 447-3186

Columbia County

341 E Main St

Dayton, WA 99328-1361
Phone: (509) 382-4541
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

King County
9010 E Marginal Way S
Tukwila, WA 98108

Phone: (206) 296-8683
TDD/TTY: (206) 296-0109

Pierce County

2501 S 35th St, Ste C
Tacoma, WA 98409
Phone: (253) 798-8683
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Cowlitz County

207 4th Ave N, Rm 107
Kelso, WA 98626-4130
Phone: (360) 577-3005
TDD/TTY: (360) 577-3061

Kitsap County

614 Division St

Port Orchard, WA 98366
Phone: (360) 337-7128
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

San Juan County

PO Box 638

Friday Harbor, WA 98250
Phone: (360) 378-3357
TDD/TTY: (360) 378-4151

Douglas County

PO Box 456

Waterville, WA 98858

Phone: (509) 745-8527
TDD/TTY: (509) 745-8527 ext 207

Kittitas County

205 W b5th Ave, Ste 105
Ellensburg, WA 98926
Phone: (509) 962-7503
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Skagit County

PO Box 1306

Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Phone: (360) 336-9305
TDD/TTY: (360) 336-9332

Ferry County

350 E Delaware Ave, #2
Republic, WA 99166
Phone: (509) 775-5200
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Klickitat County

205 S Columbus Ave, Stop 2
Goldendale, WA 98620
Phone: (509) 773-4001
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Skamania County

PO Box 790

Stevenson, WA 98648
Phone: (509) 427-3730
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Stevens County

215 S Oak St, Rm 106
Colville, WA 99114
Phone: (509) 684-7514
Toll-free (866) 307-9060
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6384

Thurston County

2000 Lakeridge Dr SW
Olympia, WA 98502
Phone: (360) 786-5408
TDD/TTY: (360) 754-2933

Wahkiakum County

PO Box 543

Cathlamet, WA 98612
Phone: (360) 795-3219
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Walla Walla County

PO Box 1856

Walla Walla, WA 99362
Phone: (509) 524-2530
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Whatcom County

311 Grand Ave, Ste 103
Bellingham, WA 98225
Phone: (360) 676-6742
TDD/TTY: (360) 738-4555

Whitman County

PO Box 350

Colfax, WA 99111

Phone: (509) 397-6353
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Yakima County

128 N. 2nd St, Rm 117
Yakima, WA 98901
Phone: (509) 574-1340
TDD/TTY: (800) 833-6388

Links to websites for all county elections departments can be found at www.vote.wa.gov .
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