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The Washington State Legislature established the Washington State Electronic Recording Standards Commission to advise the Washington County Recorders/Auditors regarding the adoption of standards to implement the Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act (URPERA).  The Commission is composed of members representing a range of stakeholders in the real property recording process:  

· “A majority of the commission must be county recorders or auditors.  The commission may include assessors, treasurers, land title company representatives, escrow agents, and mortgage brokers, the state archivist, and any other party the secretary of state deems appropriate.”
The Commission, in accordance with the provisions of its authorizing legislation, used the electronic recording standards issued by the Property Records Industry Association (PRIA) as the foundation for its recommendations regarding the Washington State standards.  At this time, it does not appear that any formal extensions to the PRIA standards are necessary. 

The standards address the following issues: 

· Data standards

· Web Portal

· Business Rules

· Security (transactional and organizational) 

· Electronic signatures 

· Notary acknowledgment 

· File formats for electronic recording

· Processing of eRecordings in accordance with Washington Administrative Codes (WACs) 

· Records retention and preservation 

· Payment of fees

The Commission will review the adopted Washington State Electronic Recording Standards periodically in response to changes in the technological environment.  

For acronyms referenced in this document, see Appendix A.  For a glossary of terms referenced in this document, see Appendix B.  For an explanation of electronic recording models, see Appendix C.  For applicable Washington state statutes pertaining to recording, excise tax, and electronic recording, see Appendix L. 

