RADIATION TESTING INTIATIVE

WASHINGTON INITIATIVE ____

AN ACT Relating to Public Health and Safety and the policy of the State of Washington under Chapter 70, Revised Code of Washington; the testing of radiation levels in the air and waters of Washington and that of it’s shellfish, fish, and other marine life; the standards relating to these radiation levels to protect the public health and safety of the citizens; and in the furtherance of the protection of the health and safety of the citizens of Washington, a mandatory directive for the Governor of Washington to immediately consult with the Governors of Oregon, California, Alaska, Hawaii, and the Premier of British Columbia (Canada) to establish a intergovernmental task force within 30 days to contact the Japanese Government and provide whatever assistance necessary to stop the 430 tons of extremely radioactive water from being dumped daily into the Pacific Ocean.  The Act declares this to be an emergency and to go into effect as soon as possible.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.

The People find that:

(1) The Fukushima nuclear accident in Japan is at least 100 times worse (in terms of radiation) than the nuclear accident at Chernobyl, and already 900 quadrillion or a thousand trillion Becquerels have been released from Fukushima from 85 million gallons of extremely radioactive water, which have been dumped into the Pacific;

(2) Every day, up to 450 tons of extremely radioactive water are being dumped into the Pacific Ocean, or 80,000 gallons per day (with no end in sight), and there are absolutely no plans by the U.S. Federal or state governments, nor in Japan to put a stop to this horrendous whole scale pollution of the Pacific Ocean, nor to test the air, water, and fish and marine life;

(3) Radiation from Fukushima is now reaching the air and ocean waters of Washington and other states and the Province of British Columbia;

(4) The water borne radiation coming from Fukushima to the Pacific Ocean along the Washington Coast is ten times more radiation than all the atomic bombs dropped since Hiroshima and Nagasaki in World War II;

(5) The radiation is concentrating in the fish, shellfish, and marine life in Washington waters which threaten the health and safety of Washington’s citizens, and it’s seafood, fishing, and tourist industries, as well as all living things;

(6) In response, both the U.S. Federal Government, namely the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the Washington State Department of Health and Washington Governor Inslee have refused to authorize the testing the waters, shellfish, fish, and marine life of the Pacific Ocean, and in fact the Obama Administration and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency have raised what is called the “Protective Action Guides” or PAGs to allow long term public exposure to radiation as high as 2000 millirems.  This would in effect increase a longstanding 1 in 10,000 person cancer rate to a rate of 1 in 23 persons exposed over a 30 year period, resulting in a dramatic increase in cancer and other deaths. In fact, in response to Fukushima, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has shut down 8 or their radiation monitoring stations;

(7) The Obama Administration has also increased the “permissible” level of radioactive exposure from the Fukushima nuclear accident to 1,200 Becquerels per kilogram.  In contrast, Canada allows 1000 Becquerels per kilogram and Japan only allows either 50 or 100 Becquerels per kilogram.  

(10) There is no safe level of radiation and the new Obama radiation standards mean that many more people will now die from cancer and other radiation induced illnesses.

(11) The People of Washington find that the testing of the air and water in the Pacific Ocean and Puget Sound, and it’s fish, shellfish, and marine life should be done as soon as possible for gamma and ionizing radiation, and that this should be done on a regular basis, with the results also disseminated and made public on a regular basis;

(12) The People of Washington also find that the intentional dumping of extremely radioactive water into the Pacific Ocean is a threat to not only the people of Washington, but also to all the Pacific Rim countries of the Pacific and the world, and that this dumping must stop as soon as possible;

(13) In fact, one scientific study has already found that children born in Washington State within a year of the Fukushima nuclear accident have a 28 percent greater chance of developing congenital hypothyroidism than children born before the Fukushima nuclear accident; with the continued dumping of extremely radioactive water into the Pacific, this and other dangerous health effects will only increase, especially since Washington Governor Inslee refuses to do anything about the Fukushima radiation;

(14)  The People find that the consciousness of their so-called “leaders” like Governor Inslee, U.S. President Obama, and Washington Public Health Director John Weisman are covered by the cataracts of ignorance or indifference.  The People find that too many of their “leaders” are asleep and refuse to realize that because of the the longevity of the Fukushima radioactive elements being dumped into the Pacific will last up to thousands of years, the People declare that this is the worst environmental disaster in the history of humankind and corrective measures must be taken as soon as possible.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.

(1) “Fukushima” refers to the nuclear reactor(s) and the nuclear accident in 2011 in Japan.

(2) “Chernobyl” refers to the catastrophic nuclear accident in the then Soviet Union in 1986.

(3) “Obama” refers to the Administration of U.S. President Barrack Obama.

(4) One “Becquerel” is the activity of a quantity of radioactive material in which one nucleus decays per second. 

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherwise. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 3.

(1) As soon as this act is approved, it will take effect immediately to protect the health and safety of the Citizens of the State of Washington;

(2) Within 30 days after this Act is approved, the Washington State Department of Health will establish at least ten testing stations along the Pacific Ocean and Puget Sound to test the waters, fish, shellfish, and marine life for gamma and ionizing radiation, especially Cesium 137, Cesium 134, Plutonium 224, Strotium 90, and all other gamma and ionizing radioactive elements;

(3) The samples will be tested for radiation down to one Becquerel. The testing results will be released to the media and the public, and made available to the public for free via the internet;

(4) A public “health alert” will be issued anytime any fish or shellfish sample has more than 50 Becquerels.

(5)  The Governor of Washington will be required to contact the Governors of Oregon, California, Alaska, and Hawaii, and the Premier of British Columbia within 30 days of the passage of this Act to convene a task force to establish a plan to deal with the Fukushima radiation;

(6) The task force will be directed to come up with a joint plan by consensus within four months, and then will be required to send a representative to the Japanese Government within 30 days after that to offer whatever help can be provided by Washington and the other states and British Columbia to finally stop the dumping of extremely radioactive water into the Pacific Ocean.

(7) This intergovernmental task force will also solicit other public and private help to obtain whatever help other public and private sectors can provide to the Japanese Government in stopping the Fukushima radioactive pollution of the Pacific Ocean.

(8) If the Governor or Director of Health fails to implement this Act, it will deemed grounds for immediate impeachment or dismissal from office;

(9) In addition, RCW 70.98.010, “Declaration of Policy” is revised to read as follows:  “(a) It is the policy and responsibility of the state of Washington to protect the environment, and public health and safety of the citizens of Washington; and to encourage, insofar as consistent with this responsibility, the industrial and economic growth of the state, including the state’s tourist and recreational industries, and fishing industries (both commercial and sport), and to regularly test and monitor the air, and fish, shellfish, and other marine life in the waters of the Pacific Ocean and Puget Sound on a regular basis to protect the environment and the public health and safety of the citizens of Washington and itís industry and economic growth.  (b)  Because the Obama Administration has willingly decided to dramatically raise the so called radiation “safely” limits of exposure under Federal law, and thus condemn more people to die from cancer and other radiation induced illnesses, it is the policy and responsibility of this state to declare that there is no “safe” level of radiation exposure irregardless of what the Obama Administration declares”.  

(10) RCW 70.98.020, “Purpose”, is revised to read as follows:  “It is the purpose of this chapter to effectuate the policies set forth in RCW 70.98.010 as now or hereafter amended by providing for:   (1) A program of effective testing and regulation of sources of ionizing and gamma radiation for the protection of the environment and the health and safety of the citizens of Washington”.

(11) RCW 70.98.050, “State Radiation Control Agency”, is revised to read as follows:  (1) The department of health is designated as the state radiation control  and testing agency, hereinafter referred to as the agency, and shall be the state agency having sole responsibility for administration of the regulatory, licensing, and radiation control  and testing provisions of this chapter.


(2) The secretary of health shall be director of the agency, hereinafter referred to as the secretary, who shall perform the functions vested in the agency pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.


(3) The agency shall appoint a state radiological control officer, and in accordance with the laws of the state, fix his or her compensation and prescribe his or her powers and duties.


(4) The agency shall for the protection of the public health and safety of the Citizens of Washington and the stateís environment:


(a) Develop programs for evaluation of hazards associated with use of ionizing radiation;


(b) Develop a statewide radiological baseline beginning with the establishment of a baseline for the Hanford reservation;


(c) Implement an independent statewide program to monitor ionizing radiation emissions from radiation sources within and outside of the state; in this regard, 10 different new water and air radiation testing stations will be established along the Pacific Ocean and Puget Sound to test the water, air, fish, shellfish, and marine life every 30 days for gamma and ionizing radiation;  the results from these test results will be released to the public via the internet and press releases to the public on the first of each of every month, without cost to the public;


(d) Develop programs with federal programs for regulation of by-product, source, and special nuclear materials;


(e) Conduct environmental radiation testing and monitoring programs which will determine the presence and significance of radiation in the environment and which will verify the adequacy and accuracy of environmental radiation monitoring programs conducted by the federal government at its installations in Washington and by radioactive materials licensees at their installations;


(f) Formulate, adopt, promulgate, and repeal codes, rules, and regulations relating to control of sources of ionizing radiation;


(g) Have the authority to accept and administer loans, grants, or other funds or gifts, conditional or otherwise, in furtherance of its functions, from the federal government and from other sources, public or private;


(h) Encourage, participate in, or conduct studies, investigations, training, research, and demonstrations relating to control of sources of ionizing and gamma radiation, including the collection of statistical data and epidemiological research, where available, on diseases that result from exposure to sources of ionizing radiation;


(i) Collect and disseminate information relating to control of sources of ionizing and gamma radiation; including:



(1) Maintenance of a file of all license applications, issuances, denials, amendments, transfers, renewals, modifications, suspensions, and revocations;



(2) Maintenance of a file of registrants possessing sources of ionizing radiation requiring registration under the provisions of this chapter and any administrative or judicial action pertaining thereto; and



(3) Maintenance of a file of all rules and regulations relating to regulation of sources of ionizing radiation, pending or promulgated, and proceedings thereon;


(j) Collect and disseminate information relating to nonionizing and gamma radiation, including:



(1) Maintaining a state clearinghouse of information pertaining to sources and effects of nonionizing radiation with an emphasis on electric and magnetic fields;



(2) Maintaining current information on the status and results of studies pertaining to health effects resulting from exposure to nonionizing radiation with an emphasis on studies pertaining to electric and magnetic fields;



(3) Serving as the lead state agency on matters pertaining to electric and magnetic fields and periodically informing state agencies of relevant information pertaining to nonionizing radiation;


(k) In connection with any adjudicative proceeding as defined by RCW 34.05.010 or any other administrative proceedings as provided for in this chapter, have the power to issue subpoenas in order to compel the attendance of necessary witnesses and/or the production of records or documents both inside and outside of this state, and other countries including Japan;


(5) In order to avoid duplication of efforts, the agency may acquire the data requested under this section from public and private entities that possess this information. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4.

(1) If any provision or sentence or word of this act or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or the application of the provision or sentence or word to other persons or circumstances is NOT affected, and the remaining provisions shall be given full force and effect, as completely as if the part held invalid had not been included herein.  Any legal challenges brought to invalidate or negate this law will require any challenger(s) to pay all the legal expenses of those who defend it (including amicus curie parties), regardless of whether they lose or not. 

(2) The People of Washington declare that this is an emergency and that this law be implemented immediately after approval. 

