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Statewide Database Licensing Project

Digital Resources Committee Meeting

DATE:
 July 11, 2003

LOCATION: Puget Sound ESD, Burien

ATTENDEES: Julie Ben-Simon, Karen Farley, Karen Fernandez, Karen Forsyth, Betty Galbraith, Andrea Kueter, Steve Ooton, Rand Simmons, and Kay Vyhnanek.

NOTES:  Rand Simmons welcomed all participants and gave an update on what was happening at the State Library.  Walt Beals from ProQuest presented the new PQ Next slated to be released on Monday.  Comments from the presentation included wondering if the new search feature “scholarly journals” was limited to just peer reviewed journals and asking how ProQuest handles newspaper retractions.  Libraries will need to contact Shaun Mavracic to add their logos to the new interface and Eugene Bacungan to order the new search guides.  Walt Beals also told the group he was trying to get the state contracts upgraded to include the national newspaper bundle which would add five new full text titles to the database at no additional charge.
The committee discussed what brand the project should use on the new interface and what the language should be on other databases the project coordinates, but does not funds.  The new wording the committee adopted to be used on group purchases will be “This database was facilitated by the Washington State Library.”  The new SDL name and logo to be developed in 2004 will replace all current branding.

Committee members discussed current group purchases.  Julie Ben-Simon brought up the idea of having a joint purchase of the new Facts on File database “Facts for Learning” between the public libraries and the K-12 community.  Andrea Kueter talked about the current Books24x7 offer to the private and two-year academic institutions.

Karen Forsyth proposed the question to the committee whether the annual database trials needed to be reinstated.  The library community had mentioned the value of such trials during the focus groups and thought this was an important service the project provides.  The committee thought the trials should be reinstated bi-annually, but the project should survey libraries first to see what vendors/genres they were looking for.  Vendors would be chosen to participate in the trials based on the survey results and a page highlighting new products should be included.  Participating vendors should also make it very clear as to what is their target audience.
SDL staff proposed the question to the committee whether or not they were interested in going out to bid or renewing the state contract.  The committee decided to have a vendor showcase at the next meeting to see what vendors had to offer.  Karen Forsyth will draft questions for the vendors to answer before the meeting and each will have 25 minutes to present their products.

When questioned about the goals and objectives for 2004 the committee thought they should be split into two groups.  One group would only meet when it was time to put together the RFP, while the other group would meet quarterly to discuss group purchases.  It was also discussed that the administrative committee would become more of a policy making entity only meeting twice a year.  SDL staff should send out letters of re-commitment to all members before the end of the year.

Rand Simmons reported on the preliminary focus group results.  Most participants felt the project should keep the subsidy, but continue to facilitate the group purchases of electronic resources and make another attempt to seek state funding for the project.

The next meeting will be on October 17, 2003 at either Puget Sound ESD or Highline Community College.

