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Library Snapshot Day provides information, 
voice for corrections libraries 

The American Library 
Association's "Li brary 
Snapshot Day" provides 
a way fo r libraries of all 
types across a state, re­
gion, system or commu­
nity to show what hap ­
pens in a single day in 
their libraries. O n Janu­
ary 1 1, Library Snapshot 
Day for the Washington 
State Library branches 
in correctional facilities 
and psychiatric hospitals 
(Western State Hos pi tal 
and Eastern State Hospi­
[al) was h eld. 

How many books are 
checked out? How many 
inmates get help with 
their release plans? How 
many patients use t he 
library as part of the ir 
treatment plan? Statis­
tics. photos and stories 
were collected all on this 
one day to show the value 
of the institution libraries 
to decision-makers a nd 
to in crease public a ware­
ness. A brief su rvey was 
taken of li b rary patron s 
which also provided room 
fo r personal comments. 

At Coyote Ridge Cor­
rection s Center (CRCe) 
Meli sa Gilbert, Branch 
Libraria n with the Wash­
ington State Library In-

stitution Library Services, that, "with all the bud­
commented, "So much of get cuts inmates latched 
what the prison lib rar- onto this as an ad\'o ­
ies do is not accessible to cacy thing, to keep their 
the public. This is a way library going." !vlany of 
to show people ," At CRCC the comments generated 
she stated about 80 to 90 at C ReC focused on the 
percent of inmates h ave need for the library and 
lib rary accounts . On Li - its bene fit s . 
b rary Snapshot Day this Overall, comments 
number increased with th roughout the state 
four new inm a te accounts were the same highlight ­
created . S napshot Day at ing how the lib ra ry offers 
CRCe looked a bit like a sense of grounding, 
th is : 199 in mates vis ited normality in an oth erwise 
th e library along with five abnormal environment. 
Department of Corrections The library provides the 
S taff, 138 reference ques- inmates with ways to 
tions were asked with 45 help them become better 
library use only reference c itizens and how it opens 
books utilized. A total of worlds to them through 
661 items were checked the books that they oth­
out that day. erwise had not known. 

Throughout Washing- classics, etc. 
ton State the day looked The infOl-ma tion ga t h ­
like: A total of 1,287 pa- e red through the Library 
tients / inmates and 156 Snapshot Day has been 
staff members visit the shared with the public 
lib rary on January ] 1. via Facebook, the 'Nash­
This resu lted in 868 ref- ington S tate Library 
erence questions, 4,623 b log, and the Amer i­
items ci rc ula ted, and 352 can Library Ass ociation 
refe rence materials used. website . If you are on 
54 in mates/patients we re facebook you can read 
regis tered as new pat rons more al: http: //www . 
and 15 s ta ff members also facebook.com / pages / 
joined the ra n ks of lib ra ry ILS-Library-Snaps hot -
patrons. Day / I 13371795.396559 

Gi lbert comme nted 


